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Keynote Address by the Sedibeng District Municipali ty Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the 

Memorial held at the Sebokeng College of Education on Thursday, 
02nd September 2010, in Sedibeng.  

 

Programme Director:  

Our Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Today marks the eve of the 26th Anniversary of the Vaal Uprisings. On this 

day 26 years ago, the community of Sedibeng, then called the Vaal 

Triangle, were preparing for what was to be a watershed event in the 

history of our country.  

 

The community of Sedibeng had had enough of representatives they had 

not elected. They said in one voice, from Sharpeville, Boipatong, 

Bophelong, Evaton and Sebokeng “Enough is enough”. 
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Programme Director,  this was to make a mark on the history of this 

country as a contribution of many historic struggles the Vaal had been 

known to execute. 

 

In the vein of the Anti-Pass Campaign which led to the Sharpeville 

Massacre, the entire community of Sedibeng said we can take so much 

oppression and no more. The uprising that was to be known as the Vaal 

Uprising took the entire country by storm.  

 

The communities throughout the country realized that there is indeed a 

chance that freedom can come during our lifetime. The politics of our 

country were never the same thereafter. 

 

Together with our communities-A final push towards reclaiming our 

heritage” is our theme for this year’s commemoration service. Sedibeng 

District prides itself of a very rich history. I will take the time to venture 

slightly to touch on this rich heritage.  

 

The 1902 Peace Treaty of Vereeniging which laid the foundation for 

peace and reconciliation between the English and the Afrikaners’, which 

led to the formation of the Union of South Africa, uniting all the mini-

republics into a Union. This resulted into the legislating of exclusion of the 

Blacks and the Africans in particular from running of the country.  
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The name Vereeniging  refers to the Covenant that was signed on our 

River bank. If truths were to be told, and Sebokeng  as a township was a 

reflection of this covenant, this area should indeed be called Selekane  if 

the intention was to have a literal translation of Vereeniging . 

 

Sharpeville Massacre 

 

Historical transactions do not normally happen in a vacuum. The 

questions that are often not asked have a tendency of providing very 

profound answers. The question that we as a Nation forgot to ask about 

Sharpeville , will serve to assist us in understanding the nature and 

magnitude of the community response to the Anti-Pass Campaign in 

Sharpeville , which was unlike the other townships throughout the 

country, in spite and despite the small size of the area at the time. 

 

The question is, ”Why did the community of a small township like 

Sharpeville,  which at the time had less than two thousand households, 

as opposed to Soweto  and Alexandra  townships, which were well 

developed at the time, rise up in the manner that they did? 

 

The answer to the question is quiet simple, Forced Removals. Beginning 

in 1959, the entire community of Top Location , the township which was 

flash bang on the bank of the Vaal River , was forcibly removed from their 

area to allow for the expansion of Vereeniging  town.  
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The community was removed from a very lush and fertile area. We do not 

have to imagine the prospects of a township that has river frontage. We 

simply have to look at the price of properties that have access to the river. 

 

As is the case throughout the entire country, Black people have been 

moved far away from the rivers, dams as well as the beachfronts in this 

country. Prices in these areas cost an arm and a leg.  

 

The community of Top Location , the area where the young and astute 

Adelaide (Tsokudu) Tambo  was raised, went to Sharpeville  without a 

whimper in the manner that was attached to District Six and 

Sophiatown .  

 

Was it because there were no newspapers around, as was the case in 

Sophiatown or Soweto in respect of the Soweto Uprising, closer to the 

offices of the main newspapers? 

 

When the call for the Anti-Pass Campaign  was made, the community of 

Sharpeville,  still smarting from the forced removals from Top Location, 

with residual feelings of discontent, believing that they at last had an 

avenue to vent out their frustrations at the brutality and cruelty of the 

apartheid system, rose up to be counted. 
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The community, young and old, fit and fickle, rich and poor, literate and 

illiterate, all shapes and sizes in all colours of blue and hue, stood up in 

one voice to say “Enough is Enough”. The number of those dead after the 

first salvo is now a historical fact. The number of the injured was 

minimized to avoid continued harassment. 

 

The Sharpeville Effect 

 

The accuracy is neither here nor there’ suffice it to mention that the 

aftermath of Sharpeville  led to the banning of both the ANC and the 

PAC. Our movement the ANC went underground. The time for sending 

petitions to the Regime and the British Empire  was debunked.  

 

The time for serious engagement with the enemy ripened. The beginning 

of the Epoch of the  Armed Struggle  was upon us. For that, we the 

community of Sedibeng  in particular and the Nation in general, are very 

proud. 

 

Crossing the Rubicon 

 

The Afrikaner Prophet, Nicholas Siener van Rensburg , wrote in the 

early 1900 that a traitor will be born on the banks of the Vaal river. He 

said that this leader will sell the Afrikaner  nation down the river. This is 



6 

 

the self same prophet who all the Rightwing lunatic fringe in this country 

swears by.  

 

FW De Klerk, from the Vaal , through a palace coup, removed PW 

Botha , the then Prime Minister . The coup was plotted here in 

Vereeniging . PW Botha, die Groot Krokodil was removed and FW De 

Klerk became the President without the process of an election. 

 

He later had the presence of mind, at the pressure that was brought to 

bear by the communities of Sedibeng and the entire country to release 

political prisoners and unbanning of the organizations of the people.  

 

Sinner or saint, FW De Klerk , twenty years ago, released one of the 

leading light in the world; one Nelson Mandela  who has become the best 

loved State  President the world has come to know. 

 

At that time, from the 1984 Vaal Uprisings , the Region was characterized 

by annual Black Christmases and Consumer Boycotts . The towns 

became ghost towns during festive seasons as a result of community 

pressure. Regular Azikhwela Campaigns  affected bus companies’ year 

in year out.  

 

The cooperation between the communities and the taxi industry was 

forged through the fire of the will to be free. Is it not a wonder therefore 
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that taxi violence is foreign in our Region.  This is part of the strong history 

and heritage we are speaking about. 

 

Boipatong Massacre 

 

The year 1992, was indeed a seminal year. The negotiation process was 

about to begin in earnest. At the Congress for a Democratic Future , 

held at the Wits University Campus in 1992 , the Mass Democratic 

Movement, the Black Consciousness Movement and the PAC, all of which 

were banned at the time, agreed to basic minimum standards towards the 

final thrust in the struggle, namely: The creation of a United Front.  

 

The year 1992 saw the birth of the United Front  with the Black 

Consciousness Movement pulling out of it because it believed that for 

negotiations to happen there was a need for certain conditions to be put in 

place. At the time, the IFP was still not decided as to whether to join the 

talks or not.  

 

The hostel of KwaMadala in Vanderbijlpark  was home to migrant 

labourers who were bused in by Uwusa, to replace and act as scab 

labourers due to strike action by Numsa , the biggest Cosatu -affiliated 

union at the time.  Numsa, after having had won an award to return to 

work tens of thousands of their members who were on strike, with that, 
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members of Uwusa, an IFP  aligned union, found themselves jobless with 

the prospect of homelessness. 

 

The Rationale 

 

To gain the leverage within the negotiation process, the jobless migrant at 

the KwaMadala Hostel , had access to weapons of war. They were armed 

and spoiling for a fight. The attack on Boipatong residents seemed 

inevitable. The fight was on 

 

The Night of the Long Knives 

 

On the night of the 17th June 1992, the jobless, armed and about to be 

homeless KwaMadala Hostel residents attacked the sleeping community 

of Boipatong , killing scores of residents, children, women and the aged 

without mercy. Hundreds of communities were maimed and crippled for 

life.  

 

This happened right at the time, when the Pretoria Minute  was reaching 

a deadlock, as to the relevance or otherwise of IFP joining the talks. It 

may just have been a coincidence, but the victims and survivors know the 

truth. 
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The Impact 

 

The ANC pulled out of the talks. Chris Hani  led the charge, the Self 

Defense  Units  were mobilized armed and ready to defend our 

communities, Operation Vula  was put into place. Chris Hani  was to meet 

his death later in the same year at the hands of Janus Walusz . The 

government of the day, led by the National Party , dropped its demand for 

a federalist constitution. The date for the watershed First Democratic 

National Elections was set. 

 

The Role of the Church 

 

The other key role player in the struggles of our communities has been 

the church here in Sedibeng during those times. Under the leadership of 

the Vaal Ministers Solidarity Group , with the young Reverend Gift 

Moerane  as part of the leading Religious luminaries of the time, the 

church played a very significant role at the time. 

 

A question is often asked: “If the church was to be removed from the 

community, would the community miss the church, the flip side of the 

question would then be, if the community was to leave the church, would 

the church miss the community? At the time, the church was an integral 

part of the struggles of the community and the community was and still is 
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an integral part of the church. The history of the Region would not be 

complete without the church. 

 

We are also reminded of the Anglican Church  in Sharpeville  under the 

leadership of Reverend Jeff Moselane , which hosted meetings that led 

to the Delmas Treason Trial , the MacCamel Church  under the 

stewardship of the late Lord MacCamel , a former councilor in Sedibeng.  

 

The history of the liberation struggle and the history of Sedibeng would be 

amiss if we were to omit the South African Council of Churches , under 

the leadership of Bishop Emeritus Desmond Mpilo Tutu and the late 

irrepressible Dr Beyers Naude .  

 

Bishop Desmond Tutu , was first to arrive in Sebokeng  after the drive-by 

shooting by vigilantes driving in a white Cressida in Sebokeng. On that 

evening, shooting erupted at the Gobizithwana Beerhall Zone 14  and 

over 20 community members were shot and killed.  

 

The Heritage Month Celebration  in Sedibeng this year will mark the 26th 

Anniversary of the Vaal Uprisings of 03 rd September 1984 . These 

uprisings were responsible for the Delmas Treason Trial, the 

Sharperville Six , a group of activists on the Death Row .  
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72 People  were shot and killed by the army on that day in the streets of 

Sebokeng, Sharpeville, Evaton  and Bophelong . This day would not 

have been possible without the unwavering support of the twenty one 

churches in the area. 

 

The community of Evaton , the oldest township in the Vaal District , 

central to the development and growth of Evaton , was the Wilberforce 

Teacher Training  College , can lay claim to having produced thousands 

of teachers throughout the country. Wilberforce  was and is still is a 

church run institution. 

 

In our drive to bring this history to life, Sedibeng District Municipality  

has committed itself to this programme. As part of our theme, ”Together 

with  our Communities-A final push towards claiming our H eritage ,” 

we have the following projects in place: 

 

• A rip to Lesotho  at the end of September with the victims of the 

Nangalembe Massacre . 

• A trip was undertaken to Cape Town  earlier this year with the victims 

of Boipatong Massacre  

• We have unveiled the tombstones of the victims of the Boipatong 

Massacre  

• A Heroes Acre  is being constructed in Sharpeville Cemetery  to 

mark the resting place of the victims of the Sharpeville Massacre  
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• A Constitutional Walk  is being constructed in Sharpeville  leading 

to the George Thabe Stadium  

• The Sharpeville Hall  is being rebuilt 

• Dickenson-park  is being rebuilt 

• The Constitutional Square  and the Civic Precincts  will be 

revamped. 

• We are calling for a service provider to write and record the history of 

Sedibeng  way back into the prehistoric times to the present  

 

The rich vein of history enjoyed by Sedibeng District  has not gone 

unnoticed. The first State President Nelson Mandela  named this Region 

“The Cradle of Human Rights Struggles of South Afric a”.  

 

This is in recognition of the role played by our communities in bringing 

about the freedom which this country richly deserves. The South African  

Constitutional Square is found in this District in Vereeniging . This is in 

recognition of the best constitution in the world having had been signed in 

the area. 

 

The Constitution  could have been signed in Pretoria  or Soweto  for that 

matter, but the Vaal had played too big a significant role in the struggle to 

be ignored. To put this importance into its proper perspective, Advocate 

Ishmael Semenya (Senior Council)  a son of the Region , born and 
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raised in Residensia here in Sedibeng , crafted and developed this 

Constitution.  He was later to go and develop the constitution of Namibia . 

 

We take great pride in the history of this beautiful we all call home. We will 

strive to put it on the pedestal. All of the projects I spoke about are 

beginning to enjoy National prominence. Last year we said in our theme: 

“Our Heroes, Our Legacy-Lest we Forget ”. This year our theme is: 

“Together with our communities-A final push towards  reclaiming our 

Heritage” 

 

It is with the theme in mind that in all humility a nd on behalf of the 

entire community of Sedibeng, I acknowledge the eno rmous 

contribution of our heroes and heroines responsible  for the rich 

history we now have as our own heritage: 

 

• Mr Essau Ralitsela who led the march on the 03rd September 1984 

• Mr Phil Molefe who led the Sharpeville Civic Association during that 

time 

• The late Simon Nkoli who was always in the mix during the 1984 

riots 

• The late Fezile Dhabi, the unionist who led the rent boycotts in 

Parys, which started in April 1984, in whose honour the Fezile Dhabi 

District Municipality is named. He used to work in Vereeniging 

• Qxina Malindi who led the youth with much aplomb 
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• Oupa Mareletse who was part of the Delmas Treason Trial 

• Morris More who led Cosas with great vision at the time 

• Sthembiso Radebe, who was in and out of prison for his irrepressible 

organizing capabilities 

• The late Ernest Sotsu who wain the forefront in defence of the 

communities under attack from forces of darkness 

• Clr Nkapu Ranake who was part of the negotiations leading to the 

transfer of four roomed houses to the occupants. This is now a 

government policy. Title deeds have been issued. 

• Ms Connie Letlhake who wa part of the vibrant Sharpeville Civic 

Association 

• Reverend Gift Moerane who had the vision and commitment of 

purpose to provide strong support as part of the Vaal Ministers 

Solidarity Group and Coordinator of the Detainee’s Parents Support 

Group 

• Clr Theresa Ramashamole the only woman who spent a long time at 

the Death-Row for her part in the 1984 uprising 

• We salute all the comrades in the Delmas Treason Trial 

 

We surely salute all the heroes who were subjected to the many trials 

which are responsible for writing this rich history and heritage with their 

blood sweat and tears. 

 

I Thank You.   


