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Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr 
Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the Funeral Service of 
Aupa John Hlomuka held at the Tshepo Themba Hall in Residensia 

on the 12th September 2010, in Sedibeng 

 

Programme Director: Tsepo Sebusi 

Leaders of the Religious Fraternity 

Mother: Bomvu Hlomuka 

Son and Daughter: Mandla and Thokozile 

Leaders of various organisations present 

The Hlomuka Family and Friends 

 
We are gathered here today to mark this sad occasion of the passing of a 

father, a brother, an uncle, a comrade to some of us, a grandfather, a 

pioneer to the community of Sedibeng. To us the community of Sedibeng 

Aupa Hlomuka was a great visionary.  

 

It was with great sadness that we heard of his passing. What a great loss 

to the Nation as a whole, a much greater loss to the community of 

Sedibeng in general, and Sebokeng in particular.  We therefore on behalf 



2 

 

of the people of Sedibeng like to pass our sincere and deepest 

condolences to the bereaved family and the all those that Aupa was 

associated to in one way or the other.  

 

We mourn with you today, the day that falls within our Heritage Month 

period. This is the period when we bow and take off our hats in honour 

and memory of our heritage.  

 

“Together with our communities-A final Push Towards  Reclaiming 

Our Heritage”  is our theme for this year’s commemoration and 

celebration of the heritage month. Sedibeng District prides itself of a very 

rich history. I will take the time to venture slightly to touch on this rich 

heritage. 

 

Programme Director and mourners, it is in this spirit that we need not to 

forget the international event that took place on our African soil in the 

previous few weeks. I here talking of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World and 

inviting you to join me as I observe the good work done by our country 

and our Region in this regard  

 

On the man that brought us here together, the speeches presented by 

speakers before me, paint a great tribute to a life well lived. Cde Aupa’s 

leadership was second to none. He did not aspire for political office, but 
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his astute leadership was difficult to ignore. The Vanderbijlpark Taxi 

Association has lost a great leader.  

 

The Sedibeng Regional Taxi Council is at pains to deal with this loss. Our 

heartfelt condolence goes out to you at this hour of loss. May you be 

comforted in the knowledge that God is with you during this difficult time. 

 

It is at the time when your Johnny-come-lately to the politics of this 

country are screaming for the “What is in it for me”. This is when people 

are claiming to be recognized for the so-called role in the struggle that the 

quality of the leader of Aupa Hlomuka comes through.  

 

He has not raised the question of being paid for his involvement in the 

struggle. He knew that his involvement was a calling for the liberation of 

this country.  

 

The generation of leaders in 1980 and beyond, acted in a noble and 

gallant manner to bring about revolutionary changes in our country. They 

sacrificed their lives and limbs for the benefit of a nation in need of 

salvation and redemption at the time when all hope was gone. 

 

To this generation of leaders, Aupa Hlomuka being one of the leading 

light here in Sedibeng, being part of the broad struggle was an act of self 

and communal fulfillment. It had nothing to do with the “What is in it for me 
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Syndrome” currently being the mantra of the self proclaimed leaders 

today, coupled with a misplaced sense of entitlement. 

 

It also important to mention that, to us the people of Sedibeng or the Vaal 

Triangle the month of September reminds us of the bitter battles we 

launched on the 3rd September 1984, and fought to the bitter end against 

the then Black Local Authorities – Vaal Uprising .  

 

Within few days the battle would have been joined by the majority, if not 

all the major black townships in the country, signifying an important 

historic change in the political landscape of our country, because from 

then onwards, till the first democratic elections in 1994, we saw “Mass 

Mobilization and Mass Action ” in practice by all the people of our 

country – the students organizations, civic organizations, church groups, 

workers the list is endless. For this we have Aupa Hlomuka and his 

comrades to thank. 

 

If the Memorial Site is to be built, which must happen, to recognize and 

symbolizes this important historic event of September the 3rd, Aupa 

Hlomuka’s name must be written on the walls of such a site alongside 

those of other heroes and heroines of our struggle, particularly in this our 

region of Sedibeng based on the positive contribution he made to the 

struggle of the people of South Africa.  
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At that time, from the 1984 Vaal Uprisings, the Region was characterized 

by annual Black Christmases and Consumer Boycotts. The towns 

became ghost towns during festive seasons as a result of community 

pressure. Regular Azikhwela Campaigns affected bus companies’ year 

in year out.  

 

In recognition of the role that Aupa Hlomuka played at the time and the 

fact that he was already imprisoned, the community of Sedibeng kept up 

with these campaigns. Let me also remind the community here present 

that Aupa Hlomuka was the first of the Delmas Treason Trialists to be 

detained. He was later to be restricted from entering the Vaal after he was 

acquitted together with the other comrades who were on trial in Delmas. 

 

Having said the above, let me assure you, the people of Sedibeng that 

very soon, once the question and the formula for the beneficiation or 

participation of the local contractors has been finalized, the construction 

will be starting to erect the Boipatong Memorial Site.  

 

The Boipatong Memorial Site will also make us proud in that it symbolizes 

to all in the world our contribution as the people of Sedibeng to the 

process of speeding up negotiations for the settlement of the challenges 

that faced our country then – Hence CODESA II.  
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This point also reminds me of other important contributions and 

involvement of our region in the history that shaped the politics of our 

country whether good or bad: 

• It is here in our region in Vereeniging where Peace Treaty that ended 

the two and half years long Battle between the English and the Boers 

- The Anglo-Boer War  as it was popularly known with amongst 

others a promise of eventual self-government and an agreement that 

no decision would be taken regarding the franchise of black people 

until after the introduction of responsible government. 

• The longest sustained Azikhwelwa bus boycott of the mid-late 50’s. 

• The Defiance of the Apartheid Laws, particularly the Pass Laws 

which led to the Sharpeville Massacre of the 1960. 

• The Vaal Uprising itself of 1984. 

• The dethroning of P W Botha by the Vereeniging resident - De Klerk 

and the begging of the process towards settlement. 

• The Nangalembe and the Boipatong Massacre. 

• The signing of the constitution into law in 1996. 

 

The cooperation between the communities and the taxi industry was 

forged through the fire of the will to be free. Is it not a wonder therefore 

that taxi violence is foreign in our Region. This is part of the strong history 

and heritage we are speaking about.  
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This is the area in which Aupa Hlomuka had the greatest influence.  I 

hope that the Taxi Industry will follow in the footsteps of Aupa Hlomuka by 

resolving their challenges in peace and diplomacy. I know that you are 

capable of doing so. 

 

Sedibeng District Municipality, mourns the passing of an unheralded hero, 

a father, a son, an uncle, a brother and a comrade to all those who had 

the opportunity to know him, an ever shining star to the community of 

Zone 3 in Sebokeng. Boipatong is also mourning. You were and remained 

one of its favorite sons. 

 

We hope you have a happy reunion with your beautiful wife and mother of 

your children, Mandla and Thokozile.  Our condolences go out to the 

families and friends at this hour of need. May God extend his hand of 

comfort in warm embrace.  

 

For God through Jesus Christ our Saviour says “Blessed are they that 

mourn, for they shall be comforted”. May his children and grandchildren 

find comfort in the Lord. May his Soul rest in Peace. 

 

I Thank You 


