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Welcoming Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the Sod 

Turning at Bophelong held on the 26th October 2010, in Sedibeng 
 

Programme Director; 

Department of Roads and Transport MEC Mr. Bheki Nkosi; 

Executive Mayor: Emfuleni Local Municipality: Cllr. Assistance Mshudulu; 

All MMC’s here present; 

HOD Ms Benedicta Monama; 

Distinguished Guests; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng; 

 

It is as the world grapples with global warming and environmental 

degradation as well as greenhouse gasses that we in Gauteng Province 

under the leadership of the Department of Roads and Transport are once 

again leading the charge.  

 

The theme clearly indicates the commitment of the smart province, 

Gauteng. “Green Transport to cleaner and sustainable environment”.  
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It is as we take the responsibility as the guardians on the earth for future 

generations to ensure that it is best preserved for our children that we are 

expected to do everything in our power to limit our carbon footprint.  

 

The government in its wisdom has seen to it that carbon emission taxation 

is levied on vehicles that emit more destructive gasses into the 

atmosphere. 

 

MEC Bheki Nkosi, we look forward with great expectations to the facility 

which is about to be unveiled. The needs of our public transport providers 

will be met. The Bus and the taxi industry will have a facility they will very 

much be proud of.  

 

The community of Bophelong which has had to live without it, can and will 

now take pride of the facility that we all have been yearning for.  

 

I have no doubt that jobs will be created by their hundreds during the 

construction phase. The community will create their own jobs when the 

facility is completed. Sedibeng once again stands to benefit as the 

frontiers of poverty are rolled back. 

 

Programme Director, I hope that the Sod-Turning this year will not only 

be that. One is here reminded that two years ago, we turned the sod for 

the construction and building of a Multi-Purpose Vehicular Hub in Small-
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farms. The Department of Roads and Transport at the time undertook to 

build this facility which would have included a Driver License Testing 

Centre. The community of Small-farms was looking forward to sustainable 

jobs being created for them. 

 

The mechanics and the taxi industry were looking forward to having a 

facility that would have been their pride and joy. To this day, the ground 

on which we turned the soil is still waiting for this development. I hope that 

the Department will remove this project from the back burner and 

reprioritize it. Community memory, like that of an elephant will come back 

to haunt us. 

 

MEC Nkosi, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is as we take the development of 

our communities forward through development of this intermodal facility 

that we are guaranteed of the growth and development of Sedibeng.  

 

The development and growth of business and the economy is linked to 

the development of its roads and transport nodes. This facility will come in 

very handy as we grow the economy of Gauteng. 

 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to welcome all of you here in 

Sedibeng. The beautiful area we all call our home. Please find the time 

out of your busy schedule to come and enjoy the warm hospitality that 
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bowled both the Switzerland and Ivory Coast teams during the 2010 FIFA 

World Cup.  

 

I take this opportunity to further thank the Department of Roads and 

Transport for the sterling job they did in catering for the needs of our 

visitors during the 2010 FIFA World Cup. You did us proud. This you did 

in the background of prophets of doom, who were screaming at the top of 

their voices saying that the sky will fall on South Africa. 

 

With the powers vested in me, I declare these proceedings open. 

 

I Thank You. 

 


