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Welcome Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the Candle 

Light Celebration on the 31st December 2010, George Thabe 
Stadium, Sharpeville, in Sedibeng. 

 

Programme Director:  

Bishop DR BS Zondo; 

Doctor Mathole Motshekga: Chief Whip of the Majority Party: National 

Assembly; 

Minister of Basic Education: Mme Angie Motshekga; 

Madam Speaker of Sedibeng District Council: Cllr. Kedibone Mogotsi; 

Fellow Councillors; 

The Community of Christ from Rivers of Living Waters Ministries 

Bishops & Pastors here present; 

Business People here present; 

South African Police Services Traffic Police Representatives; 

Artists here present; 

Our Distinguished Guests from Botswana, Lesotho, Zimbabwe; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng 
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It is as we come to the end of another year which was blessed by our 

Almighty God and Father that we give our thanks to Him who is ever 

present in our lives. As we look back at the year that was, in preparation 

for the year that will be, we cannot help to marvel at the great things God 

has done for us on the strength of the blood of Jesus Christ our Saviour 

which blood redeemed us from evil.  

 

I greet you all in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who taught us that 

indeed he is the Way, the Truth and the light to our heavenly Father. All 

Glory be to Him. 

 

We are taught in Psalm 139 verse 15 to 16 that: “When my bones were 

being formed, carefully put together in my mother’s womb, when I was 

growing there in secret, you knew that I was there. You saw me before I 

was born. The days allotted to me had all been recorded in your book, 

before of them ever began”.  

 

It is as we prepare for the birth of a new year, starting a new breed of 

freed generation that I was reminded of this prophesy which has come to 

pass, the fact that we are all here is a manifestation of this truth from God 

our Father. 
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We are all reminded that we are a blessing from God. Our lives are a 

clear indication that indeed God is alive and mightier today than we can 

think. He knew us then as the Psalm says, he gave us days when there 

were none to give, he recorded them in his book and gave us talents.  

 

What is not clear at the present is what God wanted of us to do with our 

days. If I were to give my son a car, I would certainly expect that he will 

drive it. God gave us talents; we are a blessing to our parents. God 

therefore expects us, like I expect my son to drive the car I gave to him, to 

use our talents to fulfill his prophesy.  

 

To each his own, our destiny is to ensure that his will is done on earth as 

it in heaven. We have talents to praise Him and his name; we can make 

this world a better place for he has given us the days and the talents to do 

so. What then are we waiting for. 

 

Brothers & Sisters, it is indeed true that our candle light celebration this 

evening comes nine months after the commemoration of the 50th 

Anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre, the Commemoration that we 

continued throughout the month of March under the appropriately thought 

theme: “Together we can do more to protect human rights” 

 

It was during that period when we recalled that fateful day when unarmed 

protesters against the unjust and humiliating apartheid pass laws were 
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mowed down by the apartheid forces in Sharpeville, few meters from 

where we are now. 

 

We always feel privileged and humbled to be invited to events like the 

candle light celebration held on the soil of Sharpeville, one of our heritage 

and historical sites in the Region. 

 

You will surely agree with me when I say, together through prayer, we 

must ensure that we do not witness a period like the Sharpeville 

Massacre again. We must together continue to declare and commit 

ourselves to a free, responsible and peaceful society. 

 

Bishop Dr Zondo, it is not my intention to preach, please allow me to 

venture slightly into the theme. It is as we enter the New Year, as we bring 

forth A New Freed Generation, that I am reminded of the story of Joshua 

as he was handed the mantle to lead the Israelites into the Promised 

Land. 

 

In Deuteronomy chapter 31 verse 8 Moses says to Joshua “The Lord 

himself will lead you and be with you. He will not fail you or abandon you, 

so do not lose courage or be afraid”. It is with these prophetic words that 

we will enter the New Year with courage and strength.  

 



5 

 

It is with God leading us into the New Year that we are once again 

strengthened by his presence. We will once again rejoice and praise in 

the knowledge that he has not forsaken us.  

 

We stand ready, I know that this community of Christ is waiting for you to 

lead into the Promised Land, God will be our guide. We go in faith belief 

of manifestation of things not yet seen. This is the gospel truth. We go into 

the New Year renewed in faith that we will not be forsaken.  

 

With the Lord our God, every step of the way, who will dare be against us. 

We have our destiny to reach. We are the chosen. 

 

Brothers & Sisters, as I am about to conclude, I would like take this 

moment and say to you, the people of Sedibeng are very proud and have 

every reason to be proud. Our communities in Sedibeng and country have 

gone against all matter of negative publicity to deliver a crime free and 

hassle free 2010 FIFA World Cup.  

 

If the response from the fans from all over the world are anything to go by 

and the eight out of ten marks we received from the FIFA President, Mr. 

Sepp Blatter for hosting a magnificent football spectacle, we should be 

expecting ten times more visitors to this country as tourist than we had 

during this spectacle. 
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The community of Sedibeng forgot their differences and decided to be 

gracious hosts to both Switzerland and Ivory Coast. It is as a result of the 

good work we did, that we will be seeing investments soon from 

Switzerland coming into our area. If this is not one of the legacies that will 

be left by the 2010 FIFA World Cup, I do not know. 

 

We were also fortunate here in Sedibeng District Municipality, in that our 

youth and local coaches received intensive training from PSV Eindhoven 

from Netherlands, the country which is first to qualify for the final in our 

own country and continent.  

 

In conclusion, I wish to remind us all that next year we will once again be 

going to the Local Government Elections, with God on our side we are 

expected to cast our votes. I hope that we will all carry out our democratic 

responsibility to do so. We are all on the threshold of greater things to 

come.  

 

Through the love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we conclude 

our year with pride and joy and declare that Sedibeng continues to 

witness development in its real form. This is despite some of our 

townships and towns experiencing poor roads conditions due to various 

factors including heavy rains. 
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God led us through a very successful 2010, he will lead us to a 

prosperous New Year still. Once again, may the Lord God be with us all 

as we are about witness the end of yet another year and at the same time 

witness t beginning of once more another year. 

 

You are all welcomed to this revitalizing, stimulating and fortifying Candle 

Light Celebration hosted by the Rivers of Living Waters Ministries under 

the astute stewardship of Bishop Doctor BS Zondo held here on our 

historic grounds of Sharpeville in Sedibeng, the cradle of human rights. 

 

In Jesus’ name, I thank you 

 


