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Keynote Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the 20th 

Anniversary of the Nangalembe Night Vigil Massacre held at the Zone 
7 Stadium, Sebokeng, Sedibeng on the 12th January 2011 

Programme Director,  

Speaker of Sedibeng District Council: Cllr. Kedibone Mogotsi; 

Members of Mayoral Committee; 

Fellow Councillors; 

Chairperson of Khulumani Support Group; 

Officials of Sedibeng District Municipality here present; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Distinguished Guests; 

 

Good people of Sedibeng, the families of the victims of the Nangalembe 

Night Vigil Massacre which is also known as the Sebokeng Night Vigil 

Massacre, I greet you all and bring you the message of hope from the 

Sedibeng District Municipality and its local municipalities. 

 

Today marks the 20th Anniversary of the Nangalembe Night Vigil Massacre 

which is also known as the Sebokeng Night Vigil Massacre.  
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The people of Sedibeng and the nation remember the shock waves which 

were sent throughout Sebokeng after news of Nangalembe's death when 

the community responded on the 12th of January 1991, with a night vigil held 

in a tent in Sebokeng, where weeping mourners gathered to pay their final 

respects to their comrade and community leader, Chris Nangalembe, the 

angels of death paid them unexpected visit. 

 

The people of Sedibeng will not forget a hand grenade which was thrown in 

the crowd and followed by random shootings into the crowd, resulting in 

thirty nine (39) losing their own lives and over forty left injured.  

 

The Nangalembe Night Vigil Massacre will go a long way into the books of 

our history as it heralded an undefined and unresolved period of brutal 

attacks against the community of Sebokeng. 

 

Programme Director, our commemoration today coincides with the official 

opening of schools. I would like to take this moment to thank all who 

participated in ensuring the successful staging of the 2010 Final 

Examinations. The teachers who dedicated their time to ensuring that the 

lost time through public servants’ strike and the FIFA World Cup was 

recovered through the holiday classes.  
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I thank the learners who saw it important to attend these classes to prepare 

themselves for the exams. To the parents, guardians and all stakeholders 

who participated in the success and disruption free exams, thank you. 

 

We congratulate all learners who have made it against all odds and say to 

those who have not succeeded that they should not despair. They have 

come a long way, almost 12 years of schooling, and should therefore take 

advantage of options that the Department of Basic Education has made 

available for them.  

 

They must explore second chance opportunities, such as supplementary 

exams and re-writes, rather than declaring themselves losers after a 12 year 

race. As they say, ‘perseverance is the mother of success’. Those that 

qualify for supplementary exams should go straight to their books and 

prepare, and those that have not made it should use this year to prepare for 

the next round of exams. With additional effort, they will succeed.   

 

Dear people of Sedibeng and our guests, we are meeting here today, the 

12th January 2011, three days after the celebration of the 99th Anniversary of 

the founding of the oldest Democratic Movement in Africa and the ruling 

party in South Africa, the African National Congress. 
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Ever since its founding in Mangaung on 8 January 1912, the ANC has 

committed itself to building a united, non-racial, non-sexist and prosperous 

South Africa. In reversing decades of the socio-economic imbalances 

created by apartheid, this is a struggle the ANC will continue to wage until 

equality - particularly on the economic front - is truly reached in the country. 

 

Programme Director, I must share with you all that as we commemorate 

this historic anniversary today, we must not do that in isolation of other 

massacres which took place in our Region as important landmarks which 

saw our District occupying important historical place in the history of our 

country. 

 

The Nangalembe Night Vigil Massacre and other massacres which took 

place in our Region previously, have played an important role in the 

liberation of our people, both within the Region and the country at large. 

 

Vaal as it has always been known, has played major role and left an 

inerasable and landmarks which no one can take away in the history of this 

our country.  

 

You will all agree with me when I say that the Nangalembe Massacre 

represents one of the many struggles that our people waged in the Vaal 

Region against Apartheid. The Nangalembe Massacre must be understood 
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against the background of these various historical events and the resistance 

struggles waged by our people.   

 

Beginning with the early stage of the consolidation and the 

institutionalisation of the system of racial segregation, Vaal played host to 

the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging that consolidated white rule at the expense 

of Africans’ democratic rights of full participation in their own governance.  

 

One of the major agreements or preconditions to the signing of the Peace 

Treaty of Vereeniging was effectively to excluded Africans from participating 

in their own governance when the two Boer Republics, i.e. the Free State 

and the Transvaal united with the Cape and Natal, under the supremacy 

and Lordship of the Queen in England.  

 

The Vaal also played host to the historic Azikhwelwa Bus Boycott in 1957 

when the Apartheid regime was exposed by the ordinary members of the 

community.  The 1960 Sharpeville Massacre represented the benchmark in 

the struggle of the people of the Vaal that led to the banishment of the ANC 

and the PAC. Sharpeville internationalised our struggle and ushered in the 

armed resistance phase of our struggle. 

 

In its endeavour to further consolidate racial segregation and the so called 

self-governance or own affairs the apartheid regime put into practice the 
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Black Local Authorities Act firstly here in the Vaal by hosting the elections 

which resulted into the elections of the puppet councillors.  

 

Today we live in an environment in which all of us have a constitutional right 

to nominate and ultimately elect our leaders and councillors included. It is 

more interesting and encouraging now to once again share with you that the 

ruling party, the African National Congress has since decided to ensure that 

ordinary members of the community participated in the process of electing 

their ward councillors. 

 

The apartheid government not being aware of what was to come out of its 

actions at that time, was bragging that the elections were successful and 

served as a pilot project for other elections that were to follow in other major 

black townships in the country. 

 

The 1984 Rent Boycotts that were organised in the Vaal around the 

community’s rallying cry of Asinamali exposed these illegitimate local 

councillors and resulted in the Apartheid regime sending soldiers to the 

townships against unarmed citizens.   

 

The Vaal Rent Boycotts also added momentum and drive to the Peoples’ 

struggle because it spread throughout the country bringing another major 

shift in the conduct of the struggle and of course the response of the 
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apartheid government. These heroic battles of our people once more 

received an international sympathy and support.  

 

The process of the negotiations at CODESA came to an abrupt standstill as 

a result of the sadistic killing of our people in Boipatong. Once more the 

Vaal captured the national and international attention.  

 

So, the Nangalembe Massacre must be seen in the broader context of the 

many struggles that our people had waged and each and every one of them 

needs to be remembered and commemorated.  

 

All these developments, gave our Region a new name, political pace 

setters. It is for this reasons that we as government are committed to 

ensuring that these days are honoured, commemorated and remembered 

so as to ensure our history does not fade away and is rather preserved. This 

day of the 12 January and many other will continue to constitute part of our 

annual calendar of events. 

 

Some of you here have always been asking as to why the 12th January and 

other commemorative dates of our Region could not be declared public 

holidays. You have asked why the Nangalembe Massacre monument left 

unattended and so on has. 
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Programme Director, we are on record in informing our communities that a 

public holiday is the responsibility of national government. Already South 

Africa has many public holidays to her credit.   The best we can do is to put 

the day in our regional calendar of commemorative events, something that 

we have already done. 

 

On the other hand, a formal decision is yet to be taken around the 

Nangalembe and other massacres in the Region. The discussions are on 

the best possible way of remembering and memorializing all the major 

historical events in the Vaal. One suggestion was that there must be one 

single, big memorial and heritage site erected that will symbolise all the 

massacres and struggles of the people of the Vaal.   

 

Our Integrated (IDP) is expressive on this matter that we need to celebrate 

our heritage. We may need to engage in talks with the provincial and 

national governments on this matter including the South African Heritage 

Council. 

 

The good news is that the Sedibeng District Municipality has initiated few 

projects to address the poverty in the greater Evaton Area which includes 

the Zone 7 and other surrounding areas. These projects include the Evaton 

Renewal Project.  
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There is also the Evaton Eastern Precinct that will result in the erection of a 

shopping centre and mixed housing units, development of community 

facilities such as crèches and other community centres. These 

developments will greatly benefit the community of Zone 7 since it is 

adjacent to Evaton. Evaton and Zone 6 will also greatly benefit as a result. 

 

We are happy today to report as earlier mentioned at the cemetery that we 

are handing over thirty nine (39) tombstones that we have erected for the 

families of the victims of the massacre.  We felt it sensible to erect the 

tombstones for these families as a mark of respect, honour and as an 

expression of our remarkable appreciation for the sacrifices of their beloved 

ones.  

 

We have delivered on many of our commitments. The 100 Days Service 

Delivery Programme is fast coming to its logical conclusion. As part of 

these, our commitments, we more than pleased to present to you today the 

seven (07) roads which were constructed by the Sedibeng District 

Municipality in your area. The construction of these roads created 300 job 

opportunities for both SMMEs and ordinary people of Sebokeng. 

 

With all these, we are saying to you, we are doing our best to preserve our 

history and have plans in place of improving on this. We are happy that you 

have found time to be here today to be part of this historic commemoration. 
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I take this opportunity to advise you to make sure that you register to vote in 

the forthcoming Local Government Elections.  

 

Programme Director and fellow guests, talking about the local 

government elections, I must am looking forward to working you all once 

again in bringing about a resounding victory in the 2011 Local Government 

Elections. 

 

It is important to note that these elections will also be bringing to an end 5 

years of eventful relationship with you, one which was embedded in our IDP 

and other initiatives which were led by my Office and the Municipality.  

 

In the 5 years we have toured the length and breadth of our country – 

visiting historical places of interest and communities with our similar 

experiences. We have been to Cape Town twice and also undertook a 

political journey to the Mountain Kingdom of Lesotho. 

 

This means that as we are now coming to an end of our political term of 

Office and an era which will now usher a new term, we must together 

continue to evaluate our joint programmes and assist government to take a 

direction decided by yourselves and not politicians or any other person. 

We are happy about the partnership we have with you, the families of the 

victims, Khulumani Support Group, church representatives, members of the 
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community of Sebokeng and all other stakeholders. This bodes well for the 

future. Hence we always say that, working together we surely do more. 

 

There is no way in which we will impose ourselves as government. We are 

placed in these positions by you, the people that we lead and you must be 

allowed to take charge. We are however responsible to provide leadership 

and guidance whilst we allow you people your space on matters of local 

interest. 

 

 

I Thank You. 


