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Keynote Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the burial of 
the late Mme MaMadintja Mbatha at the Boipatong Community Hall, 

Sedibeng on the Saturday, 5th February 2011 
 

Programme Director; 

Lelapa la Mbatha; 

The Reverends; 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng; 

 

It is in the passing of our mother advisor and hero Mme Madintja Mbatha 

that we as the community of Boipatong and Sedibeng must take stock of 

what has happened between the horrific attacks on Boipatong and today. 

It is doing so that we will be able to come to terms with the loss to both 

nation and community of Boipatong. 

 

This reflection will also assist us to understand the level of sacrifice our 

communities had to give to ensure that we have a free and a democratic 

South Africa. It is as we reflect that our youth and children will come to 

appreciate our history and heritage so that nobody will come and lie to 

them. 
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It is looking at this powerful stalwart and symbol of Boipatong resistance 

that we will be able to appreciate the need to defend the gains of our 

revolution and liberation both as the community of Boipatong in particular 

and the community of Sedibeng in general. 

 

Madintja Mbatha was not just another r statistic in the quest for freedom in 

this country. She paid dearly for the Constitution which makes our country 

to be envied by many a nation. Together with the community of 

Boipatong, you made a choice that come rain or high water, you will 

ensure that the tree of freedom is watered to bear great fruits. 

 

When it was not very clear whether we are going to get our wish for a 

Unitary South Africa. When the agents of apartheid went out to cause 

disturbances and mayhem in the communities, you the heroes and 

heroines of Boipatong came to the front and said’ Ntate Roma Nna”. 

Maditja Mbatha was one of those who raised their voices to say we are 

ready. 

 

It was as a result of the attacks 20 years ago that Mrs Madintja Mbatha 

was never the same. The South African nation was never the same. We 

attained our freedom and we voted to usher in the best democracy in the 

whole world and continent.  
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Mme Mbatha on the other hand never recovered well. She has been ill 

and was hoping to recover. It was as a result of this illness that she was 

taken from us prematurely. 

 

It is our hope that a reception committee comprising of OR Tambo and 

Chris Hani to welcome her home. She has done well to ensure that this 

freedom is attained.  

 

It is as we prepare for the 2011 Local Government Elections which 

Madintja Mbatha was looking forward to. Her sacrifice calls us to action. 

Let us go forward to bringing about a landslide victory in the forthcoming 

elections. 

 

I take this time to pass our heartfelt condolences to the Mbatha Family. 

Sedibeng District Municipality stands with the family at this moment. Ntate 

Johannes Mbatha and your three children our prayers are with you at this 

difficult time in your lives.  

 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will comfort you at this hour of 

need. He says that “Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be 

comforted”. “There are many rooms in my father’s mansion, if it were not 

so, why would I say so” Madintja Mbatha’s room is ready and prepared. 

Jesus is waiting for her. Her journey is prepared let her Soul Rest in 

Peace. I Thank You 


