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Welcoming Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality 
Executive Mayor; Cllr Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of 
the Launch of Men in Christ Ministry at the Maranatha Church held 

in Zone 11 Sebokeng, Sedibeng, on the 18th March 2011. 
 

Programme Director 

Brothers in Christ 

Our Distinguished Guests 

 

I bring you greetings from the Sedibeng District Municipality. It is as 

we enter the month of March 2011, the month which defines who we 

are as Sedibeng District Municipality. The month in which 51 years 

ago, the community of Sharpeville stood up to say to the entire world: 

Enough is enough, Africans in particular and South Africans in 

general can no longer stand the separation of brother from 

brother.  

 

I stand here before you as a father, a son and a man. All these titles 

and roles become meaningless in the light of the amount and extent of 
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injury and hurt meted out to women and children by some of us holding 

these titles and acting in these roles these days. Trying times indeed, 

when fathers are denying sons wise words of advice. Sons, young men 

are the scourge of our communities. Feasting on the young, old, women 

and the vulnerable.  

 

The face of crime in our country in general and our District in particular 

is that of a young man, a son, a father. Children and women, cringe and 

hide behind closed doors at the prospect of the evening everyday and 

on weekends in particular. 

 

We see the rise of women headed households on the rise, and fast on 

the heels of this phenomenon is the rise of child headed households. 

Where are the men? Where are the fathers? Where are the sons? 

 

Programme Director, all fathers are men, but are all men fathers? 

Where are the fathers and the men, who helped bring the child who 

heads a household? Where are the fathers to all the street-children we 

see filling our streets? 

 

The children are a blessing and a gift from God. As a son, a man and a 

father, I represent a gift and a blessing from God. I was given days 

when there were no days to give, by the grace of God, I was given 

talents when I was hardly a specter of dust in my mother. Like a gifted 
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musician, God gave me an instrument to play in his world orchestra so 

that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Programme Director, if I fail to play my tune, act out of character and 

out of tune with his will, the whole balance and melody is disrupted. In 

the same way that God had willed that Abel will bear the Kings in God’s 

Kingdom on earth, upon his death at the hands of Cain, Saths was 

brought on earth to carry our God’s will. 

 

When a child is born and baptized in the Church of Christ, parents and 

guardians enter into a covenant with God. He covenant witnessed by all 

present and the angels above. This covenant is simple and straight 

forward. The Reverend asks the parents: Do you undertake to raise 

this child in the love and fear of God? The parents answer: We do. 

 

Brothers & Sisters, it is this covenant which defines our roles as 

fathers and men. Our role and duty as men and fathers is to raise our 

children to fear the Lord, to trust Him implicitly, to obey. It is in carrying 

out this task, that our children are the expected of God to “Obey your 

father, respect your mother and father so that your days are increase on 

earth”.  

 

Their failure to obey and our failure to carry out our covenant then leads 

to the sanction: I will punish the child as results of his parents’ cruelty” 
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Fathers and Men in Christ, I am greatly encouraged by this Launch 

today. The theme is very strong as it is very clear: Being men of God 

leading the Church. Take a look at any church service on any Sunday. 

One finds 75% of women, 21% of children and youth, and if you are 

lucky, you will find about 4% of men and fathers present. 

 

The question is once again asked, “Where are the men? They are not at 

home, they are not in the church, they are not at work, where are all the 

proud fathers and men who entered into the covenant with God when 

the children were baptized? 

 

For a long time we have had the Mother’s Union and Women Ministry in 

the church. We have had the Youth Ministry in the church when it 

looked like the youth of our country was being led astray. It took us time 

to realize the need for the Men’s Ministry. Better late than never we say. 

 

In conclusion, I take this time to thank the church in finally finding it in 

its heart to extend a hand of welcome to the fathers and to the men. I 

believe that we are at the threshold of great things.  

 

As soon as fathers take their rightful place together with the mothers 

and their children, hope flow eternal under the guidance of God and 

Christ our Redeemer.  
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I look forward to the day when men take their rightful place to lead the 

places of worship, lead the charge in the moral regeneration of our 

communities, families and streets. Take their responsibility to raise the 

children in fear and love of God. For indeed “A good son is a source 

of eternal pride to his father”. 

 

I Thank You 


