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Welcoming  Address by the Sedibeng District Municip ality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the 51 st 

Anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre held on the  21st March 2011, 
at the Cricket Pitch, Sharpeville in Sedibeng  

 

Programme Director; MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation: Mr 

Lebogang Maile 

Gauteng Premier: Ms Nomvula Mokonyane 

Executive Mayor of Emfuleni: Cllr. SA Mshudulu; 

All Executive Mayors here present 

Members of Mayoral Committees present; 

Fellow Councillors; 

Distinguished Guests; 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng 

 

In honour of the fallen heroes and heroines of Sedibeng and Sharpeville, 

the heroes and heroines who brought human rights abuses in the then 

South Africa into the world domain, I greet you. It is as we mark the 51st 

Anniversary of the Massacre of the people of Sharpeville today, that we 

also say a prayer to the Japanese nation who are still dealing with the 

devastation of their country by an earthquake and tsunami last week.  
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Programme Director,  51 years ago, the community of Sharpeville, which 

had been forcibly removed from Top Location two years earlier, stood up 

as one, a kilometer from where we are now to say in one voice” Enough is 

enough, we will not be treated as second class citizens in the country of 

our forefathers”. 

 

A year ago on this day, at the height of escalated tensions, after the 

community here in Sharpeville went on rampage in protest over what was 

then perceived as lack of service delivery, I stood here to announce plans 

to provide the programme which was billed to give Sharpeville in particular 

and Sedibeng in general, the stature befitting the sacrifices made by our 

heroes and heroines. I will take this time to provide an overview of what 

has been done to-date. 

 

On the 50th Anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre, now the Human 

Rights Day on 21 March 2010, I announced and launched what I called 

100 Days Service Delivery Projects of various developmental projects 

throughout the Sedibeng District Municipality. 

 

These projects as identified were to be started within the 100 days from 

21 March 2010. We spent sleepless nights putting the final touches to the 

100 Days Service Delivery Programme. A Council Resolution was taken 

to move with speed to execute this programme. 
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Critical in these service delivery projects was the development of the 

Sedibeng area and involvement of local residents in the implementation of 

these projects. This report seeks to provide progress attained in the 

implementation of these projects. 

 

This was among other, part of our commitment towards speedy service 

delivery in partnership with our communities and I am today pleased to 

report progress on these projects.  

 

Our communities are aware and content with the work that is going on 

unabatedly in their surroundings. Trenches are dug, dust is flying into the 

air, fences are being put up, paving is being laid and our communities are 

pleasantly surprised. 

 

With this Report this afternoon, we are today saying to you, we are doing 

our best to realize a different Sedibeng District Municipality which the next 

generations will be proud to call their own when we reach the Centenary 

Celebrations and Commemorations of the Sharpeville Massacre. 

 

On Sharpeville Phelindaba Cemetery 

 

In our quest to preserve our heritage, in line with our commitment to “Our 

heroes, Our Legacy-Lest we forget” in tandem with our clarion call, 

“Together with our communities-A final push towards reclaiming our 
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heritage” Sharpeville Phelindaba Cemetery is one of the projects that 

forms part of the 100 Days Service Delivery Programme. 

 

This is the cemetery where the heroes and heroines of the Sharpeville 

Massacre have been laid to rest. This is our piece of the Heroes Acre, a 

tribute to the selfless action towards the liberation of our country South 

Africa.  

 

This project had to be prioritized in view of the 50th Anniversary of the 

Sharpeville Massacre last year. Sharpeville is and has been in the world 

focus for many of our struggles and the need for a fitting monument 

demanded an equally fitting tribute. 

 

I have the distinct pleasure of reporting that substantial progress has been 

made by all and the project is almost 95% complete. 

 

On Exhibition Centre in Sharpeville 

The project is complete as we speak. 

 

On Sharpeville Hall 

 

Progress is gaining momentum after a slow start and community 

members from here in Sharpeville have been trained and are coming to 

terms with the demands of building a historic icon. 
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On Mitta Molete’s House 

 

One of the victims of the Boipatong Massacre was Mitta Molete. She was 

rendered disabled as a young child during the attacks. The house she 

was living in made it near impossible to commandeer her wheelchair as 

she carried her day to day chores. I am happy to announce that the house 

is now complete. The house has been handed to the family. Sedibeng 

cares and we all belong. 

 

I hope that the Molete Family enjoys the new living space which has 

greatly improve the quality of life for Mitta as it improved her mobility, 

access and her ability to carry out her chores. 

 

On Construction of Evaton Pedestrian Sidewalks 

 

Before taking you through project by project in this regard, I am tempted 

to hastily report that the Evaton Township as the oldest township in 

Sedibeng District Municipality is receiving a much needed facelift.  

 

As part of the 100 Days Service Delivery Programme, a number of streets 

were identified for the construction of sidewalks on eight streets in Evaton. 

All these projects are complete through the hard efforts of the local 

contractors. 
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On Sharpeville Craft Hub 

 

The Sharpeville Police Station, from which the shots that led to the 

Sharpeville Massacre 50 years ago, has been turned into a Hub of 

Reconciliation. In pursuit of reclaiming our heritage, the police station has 

been converted into a Craft Hub. This project is complete. 

 

On CCVTV Heritage and Sports Precincts 

 

In preparation for the 2010 FIFA World Cup, targeting a crime-free 

Sedibeng District Municipality, with an aim to provide a meaningful 

Sedibeng Experience  for the tournament and beyond, we went out of our 

way to develop mechanisms to ensure community safety.  

 

We installed Closed Circuit cameras at strategic places throughout the 

District. These cameras continue to provide a cutting edge solution to 

crime fighting and reduction of crime where they have been installed. 

Sedibeng is a better and safer place to raise our children and a place we 

all can now call home. 

 

On Vuka Cemetery 

 

The Vuka Cemetery in Sharpeville is the resting place of the victims of the 

Boipatong Massacre  which led to the date being set for the first 
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Democratic Elections in this country. To that end, in pursuit to our 

commitment to our rallying call “Our Heroes, Our Legacy-Lest we Forget”, 

this historic real estate formed part of the 100 Days service Delivery 

Programme.  

 

The project was completed on time and the tombstones were handed 

back to the families officially during the 17th June Commemoration of the 

Boipatong Massacre .  

 

On Constitution Walk 

 

The Constitution Walk Project  is still to be launched as we are waiting 

for the National Treasury  to release the funding. As soon as the funding 

is released, we can without doubt expect dust to rising as work will begin 

in earnest. 

 

In conclusion,  there is no question about the work that has been done. 

We pride ourselves in having worked with our communities in carrying out 

the mandate given to our government. We have delivered on the 100 

Days Service Delivery Programme.   

 

I know that I will be speaking to the choir in that all of you here present 

can attest that Sedibeng  as a whole has changed dramatically from what 

it looked like five years ago.  
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Boipatong  is no longer a dusty cabbage patch it used to look like five 

years ago. Sharpeville and Evaton can no longer be referred to as the 

Dark Cities they use to be at the time. Sebokeng  is fast becoming a place 

to for raising our children.  

 

We are doing good work. Sedibeng  is at work and that is the way it 

should be. We are proud to have done all these things with you. For 

indeed “Together with our Communities-A final push towards speedy 

service delivery, ” is there for all to see. 

 

I take this opportunity to welcome to Sharpeville, Sedibeng , Gauteng 

Premier: Honourable Nomvula Mokonyane . With her guidance and 

sterling leadership, Sedibeng and Gauteng Province  continue to lead 

the charge in the provision of much needed services. The presence of the 

MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation, Honour able Lebogang 

Maile  is appreciated, the presence here of the Executive Mayors from all 

over Gauteng  and neighboring provinces as well as the multitudes of our 

guests from the whole country. Sharpeville and Sedibeng  welcomes 

you. 

 

I Thank You 


