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Keynote Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor: Cllr Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the 

Sedibeng Choral Festival held in Sebokeng, Sedibeng, on the 
27th March 2011. 

Programme Director; 

Emfuleni Local Municipality: Executive Mayor: Cllr SA Mshudulu; 

All Members of the Mayoral Committee here present; 

To all the Choristers and Conductors; 

Adjudicators; 

Our Distinguished Guests  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I bring you greetings from the Sedibeng District Municipality. It is often 

said that Africa Sings. She sings when she is happy, when she is sad, 

when she celebrates birth and in mourning a loved one. Africa always 

sings they say. 

 

It is as we come to the end of the month which defines Sedibeng, the 

Human Rights Month, 51 years after the Sharpeville Massacre that 
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Sedibeng District Municipality calls all of us to sing, under the theme: 

“Working together to protect human dignity for all” . 

 

To sing a song of praise, a song of longing, a song of sadness and most 

of all, a song to signify a great achievement. What achievement are we 

talking about, you may ask? The answer to this is simple, and in one 

single word: “Everything” 

 

Fifty-one years ago, Sebokeng was a farm land lying fallow, there were no 

houses we do call home today, it was near impossible to visit from Evaton 

to Sharpeville. You were just plain lucky or just plain dumb to believe that 

you could travel from Sharpeville to Evaton without being harassed by the 

then police. 

 

It is a victory of the African and human spirit that we could have a couple 

made of a man from Evaton marrying a women from Sebokeng to have 

children born in Sebokeng, who would later move to stay in Three Rivers. 

 

For all this we have the ultimate sacrifices made by the sixty-nine heroes 

and heroines who gave the only thing they had, their lives so that we can 

move freely in the country of our forefathers. We are today a very proud 

nation.  
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The entire world woke up to the heresy of apartheid, where brother was 

separated from brother, and sister alienated from sister for the simple 

reason that they had different shades and hues. They had different sizes 

of noses and lips. The texture of their hair was not consistent with what 

was regarded as the norm. 

 

Today we will sing a song of great achievement. Separation of brother 

from brother is no more. Provision of services and building of tarred roads 

is everywhere. Everybody is human again. All of us are one again. 

 

It is with the first tune and the melody from these heavenly voices, the last 

note with the conductor slowly bringing this festival to its sweet end, the 

spirits of those departed in the sacrifice for the greater good, will be 

appeased and laid to rest. It is this then that we are singing for today. 

 

Programme Director, allow me to thank all the participants who will and 

have graced this occasion during this festival and in the past. We all know 

that Sedibeng is fast becoming the Choral Music Capital of Gauteng 

Province and the country as a whole. We wish all our guests and visitors a 

very sweet melodic stay here.  

 

Let me take this moment to acknowledge once again our brothers and 

sisters from Kwazulu Natal and Northern Cape for their inaugural 

participation. Re lebohe dihlopha tsohle tse nkileng karolo tlhodisanong 
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ya selemo sena. To all the Soloists, Developmental Choirs and other 

choirs which have been singing since this morning and all those who 

made this festival a success, pele ya pele.  

 

I am told that we have six provinces represented in this year’s festival. 

This arithmetically means that we are left with only three provinces to 

make our festival fully national programme. Brothers and sisters from our 

Gauteng Province, Northern Cape, Kwazulu Natal, Mpumalanga, 

Northwest and Free State, let us make this our collective effort to invite 

our neighbouring Limpopo, Western Cape and Eastern Cape to the 

Festival while Lesotho may want to look at Botswana, Zimbabwe, 

Mozambique and or Namibia. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to invite all of us here present, to the other leg of 

our Choral Music offerings here in Sedibeng. When you leave here with 

the beautiful music guiding you back home safely, remember this: We are 

expecting you here again to a much bigger Choral Spectacle, the Daniel 

Khunou Choral Festival in September.  

 

This year it will be much bigger and more spectacular than before. This 

year will serve to highlight Sedibeng District as indeed the capital of South 

African Choral Music. I hope to see you there. 

 

I thank you 


