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Keynote  Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of the 27th 

Anniversary of the Vaal Uprisings held on the 03rd September 2011, 
at the Bophelong Stadium in Sedibeng 

 

Programme Director: Cllr Zaza Raikane 

Madam Speaker: Sedibeng District Municipality: Cllr Busi Modisakeng 

Executive Mayor: Emfuleni Local Municipality: Cllr Gretha Hlongwane 

SACP: Thulas Nxesi 

Comrade Mandla Mazibuko 

Fellow Councillors; 

Distinguished Guests; 

Setjhaba sa Sedibeng 

 

In honour of the fallen heroes and heroines of Sedibeng, Bophelong, 

Sebokeng, Evaton, Boipatong and Sharpeville, the heroes and heroines 

who brought apartheid South Africa to its knees, I greet you.  

 

It is as we mark the 27th Anniversary of the Vaal Uprisings that our 

prayers are with the people of Libya who are going through an enforced 

regime change which has led to the death of many civilians.  
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Programme Director, last year we as the Sedibeng District Municipality 

committed ourselves through the theme: Together with our Communities-

A final push towards reclaiming our Heritage. At the time, I made a 

commitment that a reputable service provider will be engaged to assist us 

in recording the rich history of Sedibeng. 

 

I am proud to say that the recording is at an advanced stage, and part of 

my speech will be based in great detail on the said recording. The book, 

which will soon be made available, is proudly titled: Asinamali: The 

Heroic story of the 3 rd September 1984.  

 

The year before last, on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the 3rd of 

September, we as Sedibeng District Municipality, committed ourselves to 

the theme: Our heroes-Our Legacy-Lest we forget. 

 

As part of this broad commitment to the history and heritage of Sedibeng, 

a few days ago I had the honour of laying a wreath on the grave of one of 

the great woman leaders of Sedibeng, Cde Elisabeth Letanta. She was 

part of the mobilization for the 3rd September Rally in 1984, also 

responsible for carrying the official ANC emblem into the country after 

being deployed by the President of the ANC at the time in 1985, Oliver 

Reginald Tambo. 
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Our relentless commitment to the rich history of Sedibeng is also made 

evident through our submission of her name to the Freedom Park 

Museum to be inscribed on the Wall of Remembrance. A strong and 

vibrant branch of the ANC in Sebokeng is also named after her. 

 

My presentation today, will in the main concern itself with paying tribute to 

the gallant leaders of the Vaal Civic Association and COSAS, whose 

bravery has covered us in glory as the entire Region here in Sedibeng. 

This is only the beginning of telling this rich history which led to the entire 

country becoming ungovernable, with the result that only ten years later, 

our democracy was won. 

 

Our thanks and gratitude goes out to the irrepressible Jerry Tlhopane who 

tabled the proposal for the formation of the Vaal Civic Association on the 

10th October 1983 at a meeting held at the St Francis Roman Catholic 

Church in Small Farms. It is this proposal, which led to VCA to affiliate to 

the UDF which was formed a few months earlier in August of the same 

year. 

 

We take our hats off to him for having had taken a significant role in 

getting signatures from the community of Zone 7 Sebokeng towards the 

Million Signature Campaign for the release of Nelson Mandela from 

prison. 
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I take this time to send our collective gratitude and thanks posthumously 

to the following comrades who were pivotal in the leading of the Vaal Civic 

Association by assuming leadership in the Action Committee. 

 

The late Cde Michael Kgaka, a lawyer by profession, who stayed in Zone 

14, a son from Limpopo, Ha Sekhukhune. He was laid to rest at 

Jacobskop Cemetery in 2009. He provided legal services to comrades 

who were persecuted by the ruthless judiciary system at the time while at 

the same time providing refuge in his office when Trevor Building was 

under siege from the security forces. 

 

We also bow our heads in honour of the late Cde Bavumile Vilakazi, who 

gave his all at the risk of life and limb to provide sterling leadership and 

vision to the Vaal Civic Association. He was later to become part of the 

marathon Delmas Treason Trial. His leadership qualities were there for all 

to see when he became the Provincial Secretary of the ANC in Gauteng 

Province upon its unbanning. 

 

He became the first Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni Local Municipality and 

the South African Ambassador to Uganda where he died. Sedibeng and 

the entire country, including President Jacob Zuma had the honour of 

unveiling his tombstone recently. 

 



5 

 

As Sedibeng District Municipality, we pay tribute to Cde Simon Nkodi for 

his irrepressible energy in making the community understand the need to 

join in the march on the 3rd of September.  

 

He was later to become an HIV/Aids activist in the country while leading 

the battle against homophobia which is rearing its ugly head through the 

killing of Gay and Lesbian couples in our country. 

 

Cde Elisabeth Letanta remains the pillar of strength to the women in our 

Region and her legacy is there for all to see in the strong women cadres 

leading the Region in various deployments here in Sedibeng. 

 

Our accolades goes out to the irrepressible Ernest Sotsu, who was 

responsible for setting up Self Defense Units (SDUs) in the face of the 

attacks which were sponsored by the security forces from the various 

hostels. His house was attacked while he attended the first conference of 

the ANC after the unbanning in KZN. 

 

We dare not forget the short Essau “Kid” Rankholo, who led the Viva 

Chimurenga Rallies in 1980 whilst he was still a student at Tseki Senior 

Secondary, Qwaqwa. His leadership as a Unionist during the 1984 period 

leading up to the 3rd September march created a platform for the youth in 

Zone 7 to swell the ranks of resistance. 
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We also wish to acknowledge and applaud the energetic leadership of 

Essau Ralitsela, whose leadership led the march on that historic day. His 

energy galvanized the community into action, ensuring that the Vaal Civic 

Association was felt in every zone in Sebokeng as well as the entire 

townships which make up Sedibeng today. 

 

To Advocate Gcina Malindi, we raise our hats to you for having provided a 

firm foundation on which the Vaal Uprising was to evolve into a struggle 

for the liberation of the entire country. That you were able to complete 

your studies during those difficult times including your time in detention 

during the Delmas Treason Trial speaks volumes about your resilience. 

 

We are also reminded of the organizing efforts of the late Cde Sello 

Hlanyane, who spent a lot of time under detention for the work he did 

towards the 3rd September historic project. 

 

We pay special tribute to both Edith Letlhake and Dorcas Ralitsela who 

were instrumental in the creation of the  women structures in the Vaal 

such as the Vaal Organization of Women (VOW), members of the Vaal 

Organization of Women still forms a strong foundation for the vibrant ANC 

WL today here in Sedibeng. 

    

We will be failing in our duty if we forgot the role which was played by 

churches in the run-up and after the 3rd September 1984.  
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We wish to thank the visionary leadership of the following churches: 

 

St Cyprian Anglican Church in Sharpeville, under the leadership of Father 

Jeff Moselane who was buried in Roodepoort while working as a Chaplain 

at Sun City prison, two years ago. 

 

St Michael Anglican Church in Zone 13, Sebokeng under the leadership 

of Father Emmanuel Lenkoe, who was later to be transferred to 

Krugersdorp. 

 

St Francis Catholic Church in Small Farms which provided the cradle and 

address for the establishment of the Vaal Civic Association.  

 

The NG Kerk in Zone 13 under the leadership of Reverend Koaho, who 

provided the offices for the Vaal Civic Association on the premises and 

allowed various meetings to be held. 

 

How can we forget the Catholic Church in Zone 12 Sebokeng, which was 

to prove its own as the venue of choice for all marches in Sebokeng, 

cementing itself to become what was later to be known as the Freedom 

Square of Sedibeng. 

 

We give our thanks to the various student bodies from Lekoa Shandu, 

Botebo Tsebo, Tshepo Themba, Jordan and Lebohang High schools. 
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When all is said and done, the 3rd September history making project 

would have been nothing without the energy and spark from the Congress 

of South African Students. They became the spark that set the fire alight, 

the foot soldiers who dug the trenches and fired the first salvos. They 

pushed forward at every point of resistance from the system. 

 

Under the leadership of Shaka Radebe, Ntswaki Smith, Mamokete Tabo 

and the likes of Morris More and others. The Vaal owes its standing 

amongst Regions in the entire country through your selfless efforts which 

belied your age.  

 

We also wish to acknowledge the astute leadership of Mr Phil Molefe for 

his inspired leadership of the Sharpeville Civic Association. Special tribute 

must go to Cde Theresa Ramashamole who was the only woman on the 

Death Row for her part in the Vaal Uprisings.  

 

Special Sedibeng Tributes goes out to the Delmas Treason Trialists, who 

took the brunt of community resistance to beat the apartheid system at its 

repressive best to give us Sedibeng very broad shoulders to stand on. 

 

We acknowledge the selfless service to the people of Sedibeng by the 

following: 

 

• Lazarus More; 
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• Reverend Gift Moerane; 

• Sthembiso Radebe; 

• The late Fezile Dhabi, who led the Rent Boycotts in Parys in April 

1984. 

 

It is with the theme in mind, namely, “Reclaiming our Heritage to 

consolidate governance in the Greater Vaal”  that I am proud to say 

that we are well on track to bring back the cohesion which made the Vaal 

a giant as we move towards the Metro System of governance in 2025.  

 

The foundations for this idea are taking shape as we commit ourselves to 

Consolidating Governance in Sedibeng during this current term of office. 

We will see the rise of Vaal 21 evolving into viable projects aimed at 

bringing much needed developments in the Region including the Fezile 

Dhabi District Municipality. 

 

The spirit of the times, on the 3rd of September 1984 can be summed up 

in a poem entitled Sebokeng You are Great by Johannes Rantete, which 

carries the efforts of the entire communities of Sedibeng at the time: 

 

In the unmetered anger you broke into 

Violence to overcome the forces of oppression 

Imposed on you by the fellow brother men 
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That wrath you showed was more than 

That of a tamed mamba 

When you demolished everything to ashes 

 

You made a history that none of your residents will never forget 

Your reaction so shocked the government 

That it could not believe the damage done 

Were only the protest against the rent hikes. 

Wrath of the mamba, zeal of the united 

Courage of the history makers 

I bow down to your everlasting greatness 

 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the attention to detail by Cde Thami ka 

Plaatjie whose efforts made this presentation possible. The book on the 

history of the Vaal will be available for all to read and add.  

It is not a personal crusade but will yet prove to be the same community 

effort of the great Sedibeng Region as the 3rd September Uprisings 

proved to be. 

 

I Thank You. 

 


