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Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive Mayor: 
Cllr Mahole Simon Mahole on the occasion of the Mayoral 

Investment Council held in Sedibeng on the 15th November 2011. 

 

I take this opportunity to welcome all the members of the Mayoral 

Investment Council here today. We are meeting today, five days after 

the release of the National Development Plan by the Minister in the 

Presidency Trevor Manuel.  

 

What does this plan say to us? What can we do to make it happen? 

How much can Sedibeng contribute towards the 11 million jobs that are 

needed in 2030? 

 

These are the questions we need to find answers to. Sedibeng cannot 

afford to sit on the fence in the light of growing population. The level of 

unemployed youth in our country is staggering and we cannot afford to 

fail this segment of our community. Our failure in that regard will spell 

long term destruction of our country. 

 

It is as we prepare ourselves for a brighter future that we have to create 

an environment which will create the basis for the creation of the much 

needed jobs.  

 

Our role is clear; the future of Sedibeng and its communities is 

dependent on the work we do today. We cannot wait until 2030 to 

create the 11 million jobs which we hope to create then. 
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On our part, Sedibeng District Municipality will this afternoon the 

Sedibeng United Business Forum. I hope that all the members of this 

august body will grace the occasion. It is through this launch that we 

hope to be able to respond to the challenges facing our country and the 

creation of much needed jobs. 

 

Through this Forum, we hope to ensure the full value of the natural and 

cultural environment are taken into account in all development 

decisions, so as to create opportunities for employment and income 

generation through agriculture and tourism amongst others. Your 

experience and wisdom will be highly appreciated at this launch. 

 

I wish to thank Dr Oliphant and Mr Sitter for the time they took to sit in 

during the interviews for the vacant post of the Municipal Manager. I 

know that Sedibeng can and will always rely on this august body for 

assistance during the time of need.  

 

I also take this time to wish Mr Garry Immelman a speedy and full 

recovery. In the last two visits I had with him, he was showing signs of 

strong recovery and I know that all of us wish him well. 

 

As part of our development, the Sedibeng Regional Sewer is taking 

shape. Its development will unleash the growth of our Region. It is with 

this in mind that we are looking to undertake a possible international 
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study tour. I hope that members of this Mayoral Investment Committee 

will take an active part in this programme.   

 

Sedibeng District Municipality will be embarking on a process to 

develop its second generation Growth and Development Strategy at the 

end of this month. This strategy will assist in setting the tone and 

framework for the Region for many years to come. I look forward to you 

for guidance in this regard and your invitations are on their way. I 

cannot wait for your inputs. 

 

I will be failing in my duty if I forget to place on record the opportunities 

which lie ahead of us. PRASA the Passenger Rail of South Africa will 

spend R 96billion in the next three years to replace all 50 year old 

passenger trains with new technologically advanced trains.  

 

The National Government has decided that trains will be manufactured 

locally in factories to be established in Cape Town and Gauteng. 

 

The decision of the location of factories has not yet been made and this 

decision will be made before the end of 2011. These factories will need 

more or less 30 000 employees for at least 30 years. 

 

Sedibeng, as the major steel producer, with the capacity to make 

wheels for these trains already in place stands a better chance to 

access this windfall. The environment is ready for us. We are working 
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around the clock to lobby for support as a Region to ensure that we get 

a slice of this project. The benefits of this project will ensure the 

economic stability for the entire Region. 

 

We are also engaged in talks for the development of a Pick and Pay 

plant in Midvaal. I am sure that when the dust settles we will succeed 

and this will ensure that jobs are created in our area during and after 

the construction thereof. 

 

It is as we come to the end of a very eventful year, when the days are 

getting warmer and it becomes a bit difficult to get out of bed in the 

morning that I take this opportunity to wish all of the members of the 

Mayoral Investment Council a good and merry festive season and well 

deserved rest. May all of you prosper in all your business ventures. 

 

I Thank You. 

   

 

   


