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Sedibeng District Municipality - State of the District Address delivered by the Executive Mayor of the 

Sedibeng District Municipality, Cllr Mahole S Mofokeng, at the Vereeniging Civic Theatre, Constitutional 

Square, on 29 May 2013. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

• Madam Speaker,  

• Esteemed Executive Mayors from our Local Municipalities, Executive Mayor Hlongwane, Executive 

Mayor Maloka present here, and Executive Mayor Nast in absentia, 

• AllCouncillors here present today, 

• Honoured guests present here at the Vereeniging Civic Theatre,  

• Ladies and gentlemen,and, 

• The people of Sedibeng.  

 

GOOD AFTERNOON 

 

As I present to you this State of the District Address for 2013, let me begin by recognizing the vast audience 

that shares this address with us today at five other venues throughout our district, as well as those viewing this 

SODA through DSTV channel 901. 

 

We are broadcasting live from this venue, to five satellites venues across Sedibeng. 

 

• Allow me to welcome you, the people of Lesedi and your Programme DirectorMr. TshepoMoloi, the 

Community Development Worker, in the distant corner of our District, gathered at the Heidelberg 

Town Hall.  

• In Midvaal, we are pleased to welcome you,the people of Meyerton and its surrounding areas with 

your Programme Director Cllr Ace Boland, assembled at the Salvation Ministries Church. 

 

• In the western part of Sedibeng we have great pleasure in welcoming you,the community of 

Sebokengand yourProgramme Director Cllr Calvin Mookoat the Saul Tsotetsi Sports Centre.  

• In Evaton, the oldest township in Gauteng Province, at the Wilberforce Bona Hall, we send greetings 

and welcome you, and your Programme Director Cllr Jimmy Mofokeng ,[no relation to the Executive 

Mayor]. 

• In Sharpeville, the kasi of heroes and heroines, at the new Sharpeville Hall, we send our greetings and 

welcome all of you and your Programme Director, Cllr. Bobby Tatai. 

• We also take this time to welcome the many DsTV subscribers throughout the entire country who 

have tuned in on Channel 901.  
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To our audiences at all our satellite venues and to all of you here at the Vereeniging Civic Theatre, we are 

humbled and very privileged to have all of you with us today. 

 

We therefore take this opportunity, on this momentous occasion to present the State of the District Address, 

blessed by your presence. 

 

Madam Speaker,to start my address, allow me to echo the words of Amilca Cabral, a revolutionary and poet. 

He continues to speak to all revolutionaries around the world to this day, especially in Africa, when he says: 

 

”Freedom is simultaneously the fruit of a people’s history and a determinant of history .. . .” 

 

Brought closer to Sedibeng, the freedom and democracy we enjoy and the success of our plans to better the 

lives of our people is the fruits of our history, history of heroic struggles: 

• The anti-pass campaign of the late 50s which resulted into the Sharpeville shooting of 1960, changing 

the political landscape of our country; 

• The rent boycotts and the anti-tri-cameral parliament campaign of the 80s which resulted into the 

Vaal Uprising of 1984, which also brought another change in the political landscape of our country; 

• The Boipatong Massacre of 1992 which resulted into the collapse of CODESA 1, resuming as CODESA 2 

with clear plan of action including date for first democratic elections in our country; 

• The signing of the Constitution of our country into law in Sharpeville in 1996 by the first 

democratically elected President Nelson Mandela, ending all unjust laws and opening ways for just 

laws in the country. 

 

We are confident that the work we are doing today will not fail the heroic history of our people here in 

Sedibeng and elsewhere in our country insteadwill continue to build a better future for the generations to 

come.  

 

Madame Speaker, I present this 2013 Address on the basis of FOUR elements of change. 

 

• Firstly, we want to focus on imminent Changes we must ready ourselves for, that will alter the way we 

work and deliver our services to the people of Sedibeng. 

• Secondly, we must report back on the Changes we have sought, and successfully effected. 

• Thirdly, having just adopted our 2013/2014 IDP & Budget we must spell out the Changes we seek to 

bring about moving forward. 

• Fourthly, I want to take time to reflect on the Change that unfolds around us. The Changes that will 

affect the lives of our children into the future. 
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Allow me, before I venture into the road ahead, to acknowledge the fact that our SoDA comes four days after 

the 50
th

 Anniversary of the Africa Liberation Day, on the 25
th

 of May. A day fifty years ago that marked the 

commitment by African countries to liberate themselves from colonial rule, by forming the Organisation of 

African Unity. 

Today, the whole of Africa is free from colonial rule whilst widely affected by wars and ethnic clashes which in 

turn undermine Africa’s ability to ensure economic development of its people. 

 

At the home, this month of May marks the 50
th

 Anniversary of the jailing of Tata Nelson Mandela onRobben 

Island.The year 2013 also marks the 50
th

 Anniversary of the arrests of the RivoniaTrialists, and the 100 years of 

the Land Act of 1913. 

 

In view of the historic events of the month of May, we will be failing in our duty as South Africans first and 

citizens of the world, to condemn the senseless xenophobic attacks on the foreign nationals and their 

businesses which erupted last week here in Sedibeng. 

 

Our freedom as South Africans relied heavily on the support of many countries across the world.  

We relied on the hospitality of those who today we attack without justification. We urge our communities to 

immediately stop these senseless attacks. 

 

PART ONE [Dramatic Changes Ahead – The Vaal Metro] 

 

This moment in the local government history of the Sedibeng Region is one filled with great expectations. 

Within the next few months, the Municipal Demarcation Board will make an announcement on the outcomes 

of the municipal demarcation process. 

 

Milton Berle was an American actor and TV star, and he once said the following: 

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, …………. build a door.” 

 

Ever since the demise of the Vaal Metropolitan Municipality in 2000, we have worked tirelessly to reclaim our 

status as one of South Africa’s Metropolitan urban areas.  

 

We have over the last 13 years, built the door of opportunity, we, or rather you, the people of Sedibeng have 

knocked loudly and boldly on the door. We are confident that by August this year, the MDB will issue a Section 

23 notice that will reaffirm our path back to being a Metropolitan Municipality. 

 

Allow me to cut through the hype, the myths, the rumour mongering, the scare tactics, the politicking and the 

narrow personal ambitions, to spell out six realities prevalent in the Sedibeng District. 
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• Firstly, a metro is an area that has acentre of economic activity which is complex and diverse.Sedibeng is 

certainly that. 

• Secondly, a metro is an area for which integrated development is desirable. Sedibeng is certainly that. 

• Thirdly, a metro has strong interdependent social and economic linkages between its constituent 

units.Who can deny that Sedibeng strongly meets this criterion? 

• Fourthly, a metro is an areaof high population density. While some areas are still developing and semi-

rural in nature, areas such as Sebokeng,Evaton, Vereeniging, Vanderbijlpark and Meyerton, are dense 

urban centres 

• Fifthly, in a metro, there is an intensive movement of goods and services in and out of the area. Just spend 

5 minutes at peak hours along the R59, R82, R57 and Golden Highway and you will need no convincing. 

• The sixth aspect is an existenceof Multiple Business Districts. That is very evident if you consider the City 

of Vereeniging, the towns of Vanderbijlpark, Meyerton, and the CBD’s in Sebokeng and Evaton. 

It is a known fact that we have divergent political views on this issue. Accordingly, our communities have been 

persuaded one way or the other, either for or against the metro. 

Overwhelming majority of our people came out to express their support in favour of a future Metro during the 

Municipal Demarcation Board’spublic meeting held here in the Vereeniging City Hall on 11 April 2013. 

We thank them, but also thank those who with courage and conviction, stood up amidst the heckling and 

noise, to express their views against the Metro. In order to deepen our democracy, the voices of the minority 

view must always be respected. 

The pronouncement of the MDB in July or August this year, has only 2 possible outcomes. It is either we 

remain as a District or that proposal DEM 4059-3 is confirmed. This will bring about a dramatic alteration of 

our form, the Sedibeng District will disappear. 

 

The current Emfuleni area and the current Midvaal area will be consolidated into a Metro.Lesedion the other 

hand will migrate to join Ekhuruleni Metro. 

 

An announcement in favour of a Metro, will dramatically change the way we will function and deliver our 

services after the 2016 local government elections. 

Let me assure the people of Sedibengregion that we are not plunging blindly into the darkness on this matter.  

We have undertaken several study tours to other Metros to understand the nature of the challenges facing us. 

As we move forward, we need to consolidate our assets and liabilities, our policies and projects, our human 

resources and our conditions of employment, the administrative and political structures.  
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We also have to establish clear work streams, managed not just by ourselves as government, but including all 

our stakeholders as we go along this path. 

In fact, we believe that even this interim period, should not deter investments into Sedibeng due to undue 

anxieties around the future of our area. In this regard, I can inform you that we plan to engage business and 

industry on this matter in the next month. There is absolutely no reason to panic. 

With great hope and a clear vision, the theme for this 2013 State of the District Address is:“Reintegrating the 

Region into a Smart Metropolitan River City”. 

There is a quote from an unknown source that says: 

‘Make peace with the past, enjoy your present, and hope for your future” 

The vision of the Metropolitan River City is an expression of hope for many citizens of Sedibeng, young and old, 

black and white, rich and poor, corporate and private.  

 

PART TWO [Changes we sought and have effected, a report back on progress] 

 

REINVENT THE ECONOMY 

 

Madam Speaker, fellow Councillors and honourable guests, when we present our reports, as we do today 

through the SoDA, often we present factual information derived from our own internal data. For those who 

can see no good in what we do, they are quick to dismiss what we present. 

For many years now we have been presenting information on how we have been working to Reinvent our 

economy, and the impact that it makes on UNEMPLOYMENT.  

When StatsSA presented its 2011 Census report, we eagerly awaited the hard evidence.According to the 2011 

Census, unemployment declined from 44% in 2001 to 32% in 2011 in Sedibeng. That is a massive 12 

percentage points reduction in unemployment in a 10 year period.  

We now have the hard data to support what we have been presenting to you over the last 10 years. It is also 

worth noting that youth unemployment rate has dropped from 54% in 2001 to 42% in 2011, another massive 

12% percentage improvement. Poverty has dropped from 50% to 36%. 

A key economic enabler in our region is the REGIONAL SEWER SCHEME PROJECT. Without bulk services such 

as electricity, water and sewer, developments cannot be approved and implemented.  

 

We are pleased to report that the Sedibeng Regional Sewer Scheme project remains firmly on track.To 

facilitate the implementation of the Scheme, the Minister of Water Affairs has recruited Rand Water as the 

implementing agent for the Scheme.  
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With a great deal of the planning and procurement for the Sebokeng and Meyerton Works completed, the 

project in these particular phases should begin with construction very shortly.Developments such as Savannah 

City in Midvaal are eagerly anticipating sewer capacity to progress as they should. 

 

In the on-going quest to diversify our economy, together with the national and provincial government, we 

continue to support the AGRICULTURAL sector as best as we can. 

 

The Gauteng Provincial government allocated us 9 tractors, 3 trailers and 38 farming implements as part of 

the”MasibuyeleEmasimini’ Programme launched by President Jacob Zuma. We in return allocated them to our 

local municipalities to ensure agricultural production and promote food security. 

 

We facilitated one of our own, Ms. Anna Poswa to operate an abattoir for agro-processing and today we are 

proud to announce that Ms Poswa is an established entrepreneur who is now supplying Pick N Pay, as such 

winning accolades far and wide. 

At the open day SMME session with BHP Billiton we invited some potential farmers.  

This year’s Open Day with BHP Billiton will focus on the businesses in the hospitality industry and their ability 

to access business opportunity available. 

Various food gardens have been established in wards with high levels of poverty, and these are based in 

Mohaladitwe Primary School, Boiketlong Primary School, InLesedi Ward 1: Sithokomele Primary School, in 

MidvaalSicelo Primary School in Ward 10. 

A list of emerging farmers has been submitted to market agents within the Vereeniging Fresh Produce Market. 

They have been grouped according totheir respective commodities for supply opportunities.  

This will ensure that their products find the necessary markets to enhance profitability. 

Subject to reaching final agreements, we are close to transferring the management and operations of the 

Vereeniging Fresh Produce Market to the Institute of Market Agents of South Africa (IMASA). They will 

implement a turnaround strategy to develop and improve the performance of the market.  

As government we cannot go it alone in the battle against poverty and unemployment. The private sector and 

the civil society must join hands with us. To that effect BHP Billiton recently launched a R1 billion investment in 

the region,including the R380m investment through the expansion of the DCD Ring-rollers along the R59 

corridor.We welcome this contribution andbelieve more other existing business will reinvest in our region.  

The Regeneration of Central Business Districts in the region is receiving necessary attention. Plans are in place 

for short to medium term quick-win projects.  
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Through these we have seen some regeneration within the Central Business Districts of Heidelberg, Meyerton, 

Vereeniging and Vanderbijpark. 

The Sedibeng District Municipality and Emfuleni Local Municipality, have commissioned feasibility studies in 

Vereeniging Central Business District.The renewal project in the area of the ‘old Vereeniging Hospital’ will 

launch several renewal initiatives of mixed housing projects. 

The continued partnership of Sedibeng District Municipality together with LUSO Community Chest and BHP 

Billiton on SMMEs development is continuing to grow capacity and opportunities that links SMMEs to other 

opportunities beyond the public sector budgets. 

We have secured an offer from one member of Sedibeng United Business Forum to assist in the development 

of bankable business plans in agro processing andwe have developed a strategic partnership with Muthelo BEE 

which is an accredited BEE Verification Agency. To-date more than 50 SMMEs are being supported. 

This programme entails training of the panel beaters in various aspects of trade so that they can access bigger 

and formal business granted by Insurance companies in panel beating. 

We have further embarked on a programme, for the training of motor mechanics that are operating in the 

informal structures and back yards here in Sedibeng. More than 206 participants have completed their 

training. 

Our Community Works Programme has registered 3100 participants and linkedthem to income generating and 

employment opportunities.  

As part of diversifying our economy, ourTOURISM offeringsare steadily growing. The Sedibeng District 

Municipality in partnership with GTA hosted the 2
nd

 Annual Tourism Awards in which tourism product owners 

and establishments were acknowledged and recognised. 

As we diversify regional economy, we need to exploit our unique position and natural resources like the Vaal 

River to make Sedibeng home to Water based Sport, leisure, business and sport tourism. 

During the 2
nd

 Annual Tourism Awards,   a record number of 79 entries were received in all 11 categories.  We 

were deeply touched and inspired by MR LungisaPutini of Thukela Resorts who won the Gold medal in the 

Budget Accommodation category.  

Mr.Putini’s achievement would be noteworthy under normal circumstances, but if you consider that Mr.Putini 

is actually blind it makes his achievement something to be proud about. This is a true manifestation of strong 

courage and sheer determination. He is indeed and truly an inspiration to the people of Sedibeng. 

The Interim REGIONAL TOURISM ASSOCIATIONwhich wasestablished in 2010 to assist Council to establish a 

regional tourism structure has run its full cycle. 
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We are now at the stage of establishment of a State Owned Company, which will be the first of its kind 

according to the Companies Amendment Act 2010. The name, Vaal River City Tourism Promotion Company 

(SOC) has been reserved. 

 

14 Regional Tourist Guides were registered on the national tourist database. 37 Emerging Tourism 

Entrepreneurs were trained in Entrepreneurial Skills and Customer Care in partnership with the Tourism 

Enterprise Partnership.  

REVIVE THE ENVIRONMENT 

In our Strategic focus to revive our environment, we continue to pursue projects and programmes that will 

encourage the use of green energy, use of waste for regeneration of  energy, and stricter protection of our 

water, land, wetlands, and air. 

The Sedibeng District Municipality is the licensing authority for air quality control from local industry. It was in 

this context that it had to deal with a complex and delicate balancing act in considering an application for a 

variation by ARCELOR-MITTALto start up its 2 Electric Arc Furnaces.   

We therefore held three public participation meetings to explain the situation to interested parties. We also 

attended the one called by Arcelor Mittal also to hear the sentiments of stakeholders on the matter.  

On the one hand there was the negative impact on the ambient air quality and on the other there was the 

reality of job losses and a critical shortage on the national supply of steel for major projects across the country. 

Ultimately, the Municipality, with strict conditions, and for a limited period of 90days only, approved the 

application for variation of emission by Arcelor-Mittal.  

A Regional clean smoke campaign concept has been shared with all our three local municipalities. The project 

is targeted to start in June 2013. 

 

The removal of ALIEN PLANTS Project AT THE PHELINDABA CEMETERY is underway.  The recruitment process 

has been completed and 149 beneficiaries have been appointed. The total value of the project is R10m.  

 

One of our flagship projects in relation to the installation of Solar Geysers suffered a setback when the 

appointed service provider failed to deliver on the timelines which led to the subsequent cancellation of the 

contract.  

All efforts are being made to get this programme back on track and we have had high-level meetings with DoE 

on the matter. 
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To promote clean renewable energy and create sustainable jobs in the green economy a bio-digester 

programme is being piloted in Lebowa Primary School, Sharpeville.  The project entails using organic waste 

such as decayed vegetables, fruits, cow dung, and garden waste as feed-stock to generate bio-fuel. 

 

The EPWP has created146 jobs in the cleaning of our taxi ranks, the paving of PhelindabaCemetery and more 

jobs are expected to be created in the coming year.  

 

REINTEGRATE THE REGION 

Our focus area on Reintegrating our Region is concentrated  ona variety of linking activities. These arefibre-

optic connectivity, transport links, and cross border partnerships with our neighboring municipalities. 

The Bophelong Public Transport Intermodal Facility is complete and was handed over to the SDM in December 

2012. This Intermodal Facility will boost the economic activities of SMMEs and Cooperatives in the 

BophelongArea as stalls will be allocated for the community to conduct small to medium businesses.  

 

I will towards the end of this address, return to the aspect of connectivity as I address you on the issue of the 

‘Smart City’ concept. 

RENEW COMMUNITIES 

The Neighborhood Development Partnership Grant (NDPG) program continues to roll out and after having 

successfully completed the Sharpeville Heritage projects, focus will turn to Sebokeng Heritage Project.We look 

forward to migrating the NDPG unit with the expertise and skills acquired over a period of time to our local 

Municipalities. 

 

The development of two parks in Zone 11 Sebokeng, and in Evaton West has been completed and both are 

fully utilized by the community.  

We have adopted aCommunity Safety Strategy through which Social Crime Prevention programs such as 

Gender Based Violence, Schools Safety, Road Safety Education, Community Police Relations and Community 

Corrections are being implemented.  

 

Our Public Information & Education Relations program is also active. This is an internationally initiated 

program to educate and inform communities on prevention methods that can be used to minimize or prevent 

fire hazards. Since the inception of this programme, our experience has been that the rate of fires occurring in 

residential areas is significantly reduced. 

In July last year, during the Mandela Day Celebrations, we allocated a house to the orphans who used to live 

under terrible conditions in Evaton as part of a promise I made to them to find them a suitable house. 
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They now live in a fully furnished home in Phase 2, Tshepiso.I wish to express my gratitude to our sponsors 

who donated furniture for the orphans and those who continue to provide groceries. 

At a political level, we are proud to have submitted six names to the National Geographic Name Change 

Committee for consideration with a view to purge our area of names which are discriminatory and run against 

the grain of reconciliation. We are expecting positive response in this matter soon.  

RELEASE HUMAN POTENTIAL 

Our Heritage programmes underwent a significant review, introspection and reorganisation as we hosted the 

Sedibeng Heritage Summit on 15 and 16 November 2012, attended by more than 250 heritage activists. The 

Summit developed a well-considered blueprint for how we will manage events like commemorations, political 

milestones and heritage assets or Monuments within our region.  

The Youth are the future therefore remains an important sector of our society hence we paid a serious 

attention onthem for the period under review: 

• A total of 118 young people from rural areas in the District were selected to attend FET Colleges to 

study Electrical Engineering, Construction, Carpentry and Welding as part of the National Rural Youth 

programme. 

• Through Public Private partnership, five youth cooperatives were supported with starter packs by 

Sasol firm worth R25 000.00 per cooperative to start own businesses on Bio-oil renewable energy 

project.  

• Ten (10) young people participated in the Red Cap Foundationlearnership programme and are now 

employed by Mr Price. 

• A total of 274 young people were mobilized to register on the Y-Age website for business funding and 

training and 8 cooperatives have undergone training on Fish & Chips franchise management and will 

be funded by the National Youth Development Agency and Department of Trade and Industry upon 

successful completion. 

• Through the National Youth Services, 135 Sedibeng youth signed contracts with the Gauteng 

Department of Infrastructure and these have been placed on learnership within the Sedibeng District 

Municipality.   

• The youth centres in the region continue to support our youth-on-job readiness programme. 

A total of 5166 young people were supported through the youth centres in the past six months and 

682 were assisted with job hunting and readiness. 
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• Thirty six (36) learners were supported with bursaries in the financial year 2012/2013. The District will 

continue to support needy students who aspire to continue with studies at tertiary institutions for the 

coming financial year. The Municipality with its limited budget cannot do it alone. I do hereby call on 

the business fraternity to come to the plate. 

Before I move off the topic of Youth Development, allow me to share with you the inspirational story of Alfred 

Ngayi, who is part of this SoDA as part of my special guests. 

Alfred ran away from his home in Sebokeng at the age of 11, and was forced, by circumstance, to learn to fend 

for himself. He became what we call a streetkid.  

 

 

 

However, he learnt how to bake while making cookies at the church he attended. This inspired him to try his 

hand at baking. Today Alfred is a proud homeowner in Brixton as well as a bakery business in his name. 

 

I came across the story of Alfred while tuned into Radio 702 and John Robbie’s show. Later tonight at a 

Mayoral Awards we will recognize people like Alfred and many others for their ability to rise above the 

ordinary. 

 

In partnership with the Motsepe Foundation, we donated and distributed about 20 000 toys to needy children 

in the entire District. We thank Mr.Motsepe and the Motsepe Foundation for this contribution. 

 

We successfully hosted the Gauteng 2013 AFCON PVA double-header event for the Opening Ceremony and the 

two Opening games at the Midcorner “ChisaNyama” in Zone 14,Sebokeng. 

 

We have alsosponsored the MayibuyeIsakhile Youth Choir from Ratandaas they were going to represent 

Gauteng at the choir festival in Austria. They obtained first position in Gauteng and received the Austrian 

Mayoral Award.  

 

Together with Gauteng Film Commission and Emfuleni Local Municipality we held Film Workshops across the 

entire Region. This will enhance our ability to tell our stories, the stories of heroism of the community of the 

Vaal 

In partnership with the DSTV Channel, the Kyknet Production recorded a film at Heritage Sites in the Sedibeng 

Region. This was viewed by more than100 000 viewers, showcasing the heritage and tourism offerings in the 

Sedibeng Region. 
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The day after tomorrow we will be marking the 111
th

Anniversary of the Signingof the Peace Treaty of 

Vereeniging.  

We assisted 1052 community members that were left without shelters after storms with tents. 

Our Disaster Management went beyond their call of duty by providing a total of 21000 litres of water to 

residents of Makokong and Chicken Farms in Midvaal. Two 5500litres tanks will be procured to sustain this 

service in the next financial year. We positively responded to more than 25 700 emergency calls. 

GOOD GOVERNANCE 

Progress has been made with creating a solid platform for the establishment of a District Wide DRP for our 

Financial System.  Three new servers were procured for District-wide coverage and service.  

During the period under review, we have started with the establishment of a training facility and acquiring 

appropriate equipment within the existing council property to build capacity needed for the institution and 

career pathing for the low level employees of council.  

The implementation of the program will be enhanced during the 2013-14 financial year to start skilling general 

workers to be multi-skilled with a view to improve the quality of service provided by the Municipality.   

I am proud to announce that we have achieved unqualified audit for eight years in the row.  

 

To add to our sound financial position, all our constituent local Municipalities have achieved unqualified audit 

opinions from the auditor general.  

 

In our continued effort for improvement, we are and have been reducing matters of emphasis from the 

auditor general and I am convinced that come 2014, we will be amongst the first Municipalities in the country 

to achieve Clean Audits. Our counterparts in Emfuleni have reduced matters of emphasis from the Auditor 

General from 116 to 39. 

 

For the 2013-14 financial year, we are looking towards a revenue stream of R350.5million excluding grant 

funding for the capital projects. Of this the expected spending on operating activities is planned to be R350.3 

million.  

 

 

Planned capital expenditure is set at R 17.7 million and this includes the fibre optic project of R 8.1 million for 

the extension towards our Smart Vaal Metropolitan River City vision. 

 

In the face of Municipalities failing to use their allocated funding, Emfuleni Local Municipality boasts of 100% 

spending of the R 221 m from MIG Funding. 
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As an institution the Municipality remains fully functional with strong oversight from our Municipal Public 

Accounts Committee (MPAC) and our Audit Committee. 

 

The Sedibeng District Municipality has implemented an electronic Performance Management System (e-PMS), 

which is now in its full implementation cycle. At a recent SALGA Conference, the system received wide acclaim 

and is being monitored as a case study by leading academic institutions across the country. 

 

DEEPENING DEMOCRACY 

This State of the District Address, in its format and content, in its outreach and focus, has become our flagship 

report back event annually. We do this in an endeavour to deepen democracy and to reach as many people as 

possible. 

Our IDP processes and on-going engagements on our GDS, allow the municipality to revisit the contract we 

have with our people to hear them and to give effect to their aspirations. 

Starting from tomorrow, our local municipalities will deliver their State of the Municipality Addresses at 

various venues across the District. In the last few months they have been in deep consultation at a Ward level 

developing their local IDPs. 

Often we bemoan the lack of accuracy and completeness in media reports on the work that we do. We will 

continue to supplement the mass media with our own initiatives.One of which is through the external 

newsletter, ‘SediNews’.  

It is distributed in all libraries and available for download from the Sedibeng website, and the publication of a 

summary the State of the District Address today. 

PART THREE [Changes we will seek in the 2013/2014 Financial Years, IDP & Budget] 

 

Ladies and Gentleman, before I present a few selected highlights of the Sedibeng approved 2013/2014 IDP & 

Budget, I must contextualise our work within the framework set out by our President in his State of the Nation 

Address on 14 February 2013. 

Our President, in his SoNA based much of his address on the direction offered by the National Development 

Plan which focuses on tackling the problems of poverty, inequality and unemployment. 

The President noted that the NDP is “a roadmap to a South Africa where all will have water, electricity, 

sanitation, jobs, housing, public transport, adequate nutrition, education, social protection, quality healthcare, 

recreation and a clean environment.” 
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We  are pleased to report that our Second Generation Growth and Development Strategy (GDS-02) , our Five-

Year IDP for 2012-2017 as well as the just adopted 2013/2014 Review, are all firmly located within the National 

Outcomes of Government and well as the priorities of the National Development Plan. 

The President also placed great emphasis in good governance and rooting out fraud and corruption in 

government. 

While the Honourable President sketched the national context, the Gauteng Provincial Governmentgave focus 

to service delivery and strategic plans for life in Gauteng Province, the home of Sedibeng. 

The hard evidence of the StatsSA numbers tell of great achievements in the areas of water provisioning, 

sanitation access, education, connectivity and a reduction in unemployment. The report also highlights the 

problem of rapid urbanization and the influx of people in, our province. 

To further contextualize our work, it is worth making reference to the Gauteng Vision 2055 as: 

“A liveable, equitable, prosperous and united city region, established through the combined efforts of a 

developmental state, an engaged civil society and an active citizenry – together targeting the objectives of 

equitable growth, sustainable development and infrastructure, social inclusivity and cohesion, and the 

necessary condition of good governance.” 

Once again, we are pleased to state that our GDS-02 is well aligned to the Gauteng Vision 2055. 

With Specific reference to Sedibeng the Premier mentioned the following development: 

• ThutoMosholi and Gilbert Khosa from Vanderbijlpark who launched Apple Nexus, an internet and 

computing business. 

• The establishment of a Vaal Logistics hub 

• The Maize Triangle flagship project 

• The Dreamlands Farm Project 

• Bantu-Bonke Farming Cooperatives in Midvaal 

• The Regional Sewer Scheme 

• Mama LetiaMthimkulu from Sharpeville who received her RDP house at the age of 108. 

• The inner-city development of Vereeniging 

• The Puisano Jazz Festival 

These are by no means a complete list of delivery by the Province, an example being the redevelopment of the 

R82 road which is now well under way.  
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The upgrading of the Vereeniging Train Station and Taxi Rank into the Vereeniging Intermodal Public Transport 

Facility funded by PRASA, GDRT, and the SDM is about to get off the ground. 

Transnet has further indicated that some rail network in the Sedibeng region will be upgraded to 

accommodate the planned freight logistic hub. 

 

The CCTV Street Surveillance System has been installed across the Sedibeng district and we have 91 cameras 

covering the entire District thus far. More CCTV coverage will be rolled out in the next financial Year. 

 

In the coming year, Zone 14 in Sebokeng will receive a face lift to the value of R16 million that will include a 

state of the class library and clinic, motion sensor street lights as part of the Smart City project. 

 

The upgrading of Mafatsanewill continue to become a Thusong Centre. The Department ofHousing, Home 

Affairs and Sassawill be housed in the centre as part of bringing government services closer to the people. 

The construction of roads such as Bodea Road, West Street.Sebe Road, Easton Road and Milner Road to 

mention a few were completed.  

The immunization coverage for children under one year of age for 2012/2013 stands at 100% participation and 

involvement. 

The recent immunization campaign for children from newborns to 59 months old, which started on the 29 

April 2013, is the effort to eradicate Polio and Measles.  

As part of the work we have been doing to come this far, our constituent local Municipality were also hard at 

work through the following projects: 

In Emfuleni Local Municipality the following was achieved: 

• Water supply to new developments in Tshepiso EXT 4, New Village, Sonderwater and Sebokeng 

Zone 19. 

• 96.9% Blue Drop Certification for portable water. 

Lesedi Local Municipality pitched in with the following success story, namely: 

• Upgrading of infrastructure to the value of R 43 m improving the electrical networks, roads and 

stormwater. 

• Completion of 300 houses at the ObedNkosi Township. 

• Upgrading of the community residential units in Ratanda and Shalimar Ridge. 

The Midvaal Local Municipality also came to the party with the following inputs: 
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• Roll out of solar lighting in Boitumelo. 

• Up-grading of the Meyerton Library to include an e-learning center 

• Establishment of 1200 homestead food gardens. 

This evening, we as Sedibeng District Municipality we will be hosting oursecond Annual Mayoral Awards. The 

event will have the usual community focus, but this year, there will also be a strong international focus.  

We will be honouring two recipients, whose massive contribution to supporting the anti-apartheid 

movements abroad, have either been diluted with time or have simply been forgotten. 

One of the recipients, Ingeborg Wick, who lives now in Germany, was unable to be here as she is attending a 

Labour Conference in China. The other, from the Netherlands, ConnyBraam, is here with us and I’d like to 

acknowledge her presence.Conny may you please rise. 

 

 

I make reference to these 2 people, as a reminder that from the early days of resistance, to the days following 

the dawn of democracy, to the present day, the Sedibeng District Municipality and its three local 

Municipalities, have established a vast network of International Relations.  

Formal twinning agreements still exists between the Vaal and the cities of Tilburg and Eindhoven in the 

Netherlands, we have cooperation agreements with cities in China, the United States of America, the United 

Kingdom etc. 

A vast network of dormant potential that lies unconnected and uncoordinated. 

It has become glaringly obvious to us in the last few months, that we require much stronger coordination 

between ourselves as a District and its Locals and the international community. If we do not establish a central 

point of coordination, many opportunities will slip us by.  

During a recent trip to China, we returned home with 4 ready to roll investments. These include an import-

export mall, a cement factory, a cable factory and a pharmaceutical production plant.  

We moved quickly to take advantage of the BRICS agreements signed by our President. Yet, I fear that without 

sustained follow-through these opportunities will evaporate.  

 

PART FOUR [ The changing world and how we adapt to it] 
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Madam Speaker, ladies and gentlemen. Many of us strive to preserve the honorable and noble aspects of our 

past. The Sedibeng Flagship Project on Heritage Programmes, is a programme aimed at reminding us of the 

great wisdom of our forefathers and life lessons of our history. Yet as we cherish the past, we must embrace 

the future.  

 

For aging men and women, like me (note I did not say old, … I said aging) we have to grapple with a rapidly 

changing world. A world in which our children live their lives surrounded by technology and rapidly changing 

ways and means of interacting and communicating with each other and others in the global village through 

Cyber or Skype digital connectivity. 

To serve the incoming generation, we all need to adjust to the demand of our times. Let us not be too quick to 

dismiss the new means of communication. Yes, there are negative aspects of social media. However, we 

cannot deny its effectiveness, its speed and powerful potential to reach large numbers of people. 

 

Despite the risks of unedited public attacks, I am on Facebook as a means of communication with members of 

the public. Several service delivery issues, at the District and at the local municipalities, have been addressed 

via this medium.  

 

As politicians we should not be afraid to put ourselves out there, amongst public opinion of the people we 

serve. 

 

Flagship Project 9 in our GDS-02 is called ‘Connectivity’ or as the language of this phenomenon unfolds, it is 

also referred to as the ‘Smart City’. 

 

All over the world, and in other parts of South Africa, governments are investing substantially in ‘Smart 

Cities’.Our children, the children of Sedibeng, or of the future Vaal Metropolitan River City, will need to 

compete with their counterparts all around the country and the world, in areas of business, education, sport 

and leisure, innovation and industry etc.  

 

In a globally competitive world, how will a child born in Sebokeng this year, 2013, compete with his or her 

counterpart from New York, or London, Beijing, Cairo, or Rabat in Morocco. 

 

I mention Rabat in Morocco for a particular reason, because in Africa it is rated as the best connected city 

ahead of Casablanca and the Midrand in South Africa.Despite these centers of good performance, Africa is still 

lagging way behind other parts of the world.  
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We have over the last 3 years, from our own internal funding, invested an amount of R40m in laying down a 

fibre-optic backbone for connectivity and in the next few years substantial investments of national, provincial, 

private and own funding will be made into our ‘Smart City’ project. 

 

To make the right choices of our limited resources, we have spent much time and research in examining the 

concept of the ‘Smart City’.  

 

A delegation of representatives of Sedibeng, Emfuleni, Lesedi and Midvaal, undertook and extensive study tour 

of India and attended the 19
th

 GCC Conference on Connectivity in Dubai to ensure that we spend our financial, 

human and time and attention resources correctly. 

 

Our delegation had the honour of being joined by our partners from both our local academic institutions, the 

Vaal University of Technology and North West University, as well as by commercial partners like Securelink and 

Business Connexion.  

That these partners would undertake this study tour with us, at their own expense I might add, gives us great 

faith in the partnership required to make the Smart City succeed. 

 

We must also report, that we had the honour and privilege, in the capital of IT systems development, that is 

Bengalore in India, to be able to sit down with Senior Strategists at the Microsoft Headquatersto discuss our 

‘Smart City’ and the future of Smart Cities around the world. 

 

The language of this new world, like dark fibre, cloud computing and smart apps may be very foreign to some 

of us, we have decided to use this SoDA 2013, to give you a small glimpse of what this all means in very simple 

terms. 

 

In fact I’m going to deviate completely from my traditional address, to present a short live demonstration of 

just a few, easy to show, aspects of connectivity to you so that this theory becomes real and understood. 

 

Bear in mind that what we are going to demonstrate is just a glimpse of where we are heading. 

 

[Demonstration of Connectivity] 

 

The world is changing rapidly around us. We may not like some of these changes as the pace of daily living 

accelerates and people have very little time to be relaxed, to reflect and to process things carefully.  
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If we do not embrace these changes, our children who have been marginalized first through imperialism and 

then through economic and social exclusion will find themselves rapidly falling further and further behind the 

rest of the world. 

 

We don’t have the resources to compete with New York, London, Tokyo or Dubai, but we can do our level best 

to keep pace and create an environment where through innovation and endeavor,  

someday, the young adult of the Vaal Metropolitan River City, will be able to compete with the best in the 

world. 

 

We cannot sit back and let the world run ahead of us without taking charge of our destiny. 

 

US President Barak Obama had this to say about being responsible for effecting the change you desire: 

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person, or if we wait for some other time. We are the ones 

we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.” 

 

Conclusion 

Madam Speaker, ladies and gentleman. As I move to conclude this 2013 State of the District Address, let us 

pause for a moment to remember the lives of people lost to us but who have enriched our lives with their 

own. 

We were in negotiations with VuyoMbuli to be a part of this event here today, when he sadly past away so 

suddenly. Vuyo brought a smile to our faces on many mornings with his jovial, carefree and yet professional 

and inspiring attitude as a TV presenter. The people of Sedibeng will miss him as will the rest of South Africa. 

May His Soul Rest in Peace. 

In January this year we said farewell to a daughter of Ismail and Fatima Asvat born here in Vereeniging in June 

1930, when AminaCachalia passed away. Among many other roles, Amina was a political activist who was 

active in the 1952 Defiance Campaign and who participated in the 1956 Women’s March in Pretoria and a 

recipient of the Order of Lithuli in Bronze. 

In the early 1920’s her father arranged for the building of a mosque that still stands today in Voortrekker 

Street, Vereeniging. Her autobiography called “When Hope and History Rhyme” has recently being published. 

She will also be sadly missed. May Her Soul Rest in Peace. 

The loss of our loved ones should remind us to do the best we can for each other while we have the 

opportunity to do so. 

On a collective level, we should do everything we can to build our region and to strengthen each other while 

we can. Our opportunity is now. Let us not live to regret not having seized the moment. 
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I must express my sincere thanks to the people of Sedibeng for their on-going support and the mature way 

that we seem to be managing our democracy.  

The best example I can cite in this regard is that despite their unhappiness in 2012 about government 

programmes to mark Human Rights Day, this year, the community restored the day to normality and worked 

with government to commemorate March 21 in a dignified and commendable manner.  

This tells us that our people won’t hesitate to express dissatisfaction, but equally they will join hands with us 

when we show evidence of being responsive and engaging with them to redress as a Batho Pele Principle. 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to remind us all that we are once again in the year leading up to the 

National and Provincial Elections in 2014. I have no doubt that the government will be measured against what 

was achieved in the preceding years including this one. 

Your government here in Sedibeng has done much and in many cases exceeded expectations. Our work is 

there for all to see, in towns and townships, in rural and urban areas. This State of the District Address as well 

as the report from StatsSA paints a clear picture for all to see. 

I call on all of the citizens of Sedibeng to stand proud and firm, encouraged by the great things we continue to 

do together with you. Your aspirations are in good hands. As your servants we are driven by an undying desire 

to serve. 

It is in the service of the people of Sedibeng that I derive my deepest satisfaction. I know that the MMC’s that 

serve with me, as wellas all the members of the Council, of all political parties, share this ethos, and it remains 

the force that drives us each day to do the best we can collectively and with you, the communities we serve. 

That shining light of service to mankind, Mother Theresa, was noted to have said: 

 

“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have received, how much money we have 

made, how many great things we have done. We will be judged by "I was hungry, and you gave me something 

to eat, I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you took me in.” 

Let’s stay focused on serving our people! 

I THANK YOU. 


